FIGHTING. THE FIRES OF HATE

America and the Nazi Book Burnings

Did you know?

In the years after her college graduation,
Helen Keller became a socialist and suffragist.
In her writings she championed the disabled,
pacifism, improved conditions for industrial
workers, and women's voting rights.

Helen Keller, herself blind and deaf, donated
her German royalties to a fund for German war-
blind veterans. Nonetheless, her socialist and
anti-war writing was burned by the Nazis in
May 1933. Her open letter of protest, published
in the New York Times and elsewhere, warned
the German people that the burning of books
could not eradicate ideas.
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The Nazis burned Helen Keller's writings r >
because of her socialist views. Why did they |
find socialism threatening? Whﬂt CGHJOH dlscoverﬁ*om them ?
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