
STUDENT NAME:

DATE:

ushmm.org/unfolded 1STUDENT PACKET HISTORY UNFOLDED: US Newspapers and the Holocaust

STUDENT PACKET HISTORY UNFOLDED: 
US NEWSPAPERS AND THE HOLOCAUST

The headline, “NAZIS SMASH, LOOT AND BURN …” evokes strong reactions from readers, both now and at the time it was 
published. But it was not typical of how the US media conveyed news about the Holocaust, which often ran on the inside pages 
with less dramatic headlines. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum is trying to reconstruct how Americans learned 
about the persecution and murder of European Jews during what later became known as the Holocaust. You can help the 
Museum by researching how Nazi persecution was reported in your community. In the process, you will learn valuable research 
skills and gain a new perspective on how news stories today add up to a bigger picture. 

To begin, you will need to select a member of your group to fulfill each of the following roles:

n Researcher—Lead your group’s research efforts using microfilm and/or online databases.

n  Analyst—Lead the group in reviewing the article(s) obtained by the researcher or team and help the group identify key 
information about the article.

n  Recorder—Record information identified by the analyst and group members on the attached sheet. Submit this information to 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum using the History Unfolded website at newspapers.ushmm.org.

n  Reporter—Take notes about the group’s process, findings, and analysis. You will report the group’s findings to the whole class 
during the final session.

List the individuals on your team who will fulfill these roles in the space below:  

Researcher:___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Analyst:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recorder:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reporter:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Photo: New York Times, November 11, 1938. US Holocaust Memorial Museum

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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Use the chart below and the event information at newspapers.ushmm.org/events/events-all, to predict the media coverage you will find of one or more events:

Event title and date Brief description of event Do you think your paper covered it? Why or why not?

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/events/events-all
https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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1. Discuss the specific event(s) your group has been tasked to research:

a) Your group is in charge of researching the following event: _____________________________________________________  

b) What date range do you plan to explore? ____________________________________________________________________

c) Why did you choose this range? 

d) What keywords will you be looking for?  
 
 

e) What are some challenges that your researcher may encounter while performing research?  
 

 
 
 

f ) Is there additional information that might help you to perform this research? If so, what might help? 
 
 
 

 

2. Upon completing your research, discuss the following with your group members:

a) What did you learn about historical research that you didn’t know before or didn’t expect? 
 

 
 
 

b)  Did you find any material related to your topic? If so, what? If not, what else was happening that the newspaper editors   
       thought was important for the community to know about?

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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Requested Information Your Article

Research Topic

Group Members

Newspaper Name (as it appears on the masthead, e.g., Toledo Blade)

Newspaper Location (City/State)

Publication Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

Page (Beginning Page)

Article Headline

Sub-Headline(s)

Byline (Individual author’s name or wire service, e.g. AP, UPI, etc.)

Article Type (select one)   News Article   Political Cartoon
  Editorial   Letter to the Editor
  Opinion Piece   Other

Notes (Use this space to provide the following)
n  Brief article summary, including names of people and events 

referenced in the article.
n   If article is an editorial, opinion piece, political cartoon, or letter to the 

editor, does it advocate a specific action or policy?

URL (if article was found online)

DATA COLLECTION FORM
Using the article(s) found by your Researcher(s), please provide the information requested on the form below. The Analyst is in 
charge of leading this discussion. For assistance in filling out the fields on this form, see the sample provided on the next page. 
Once complete, allow your teacher to check this form before the Recorder submits the information on newspapers.ushmm.org.

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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Requested Information Your Article

Research Topic Rabbi Wise Delivers Speech Condemning the Final Solution

Group Members John Doe, Jane Smith, Bill Brown

Newspaper Name (as it appears on the masthead, e.g., Toledo Blade) Toledo Blade

Newspaper Location (City/State) Toledo, OH

Publication Date (MM/DD/YYYY) 11/25/1942

Page (Beginning Page) 1

Article Headline Hitler Orders All Jews Exterminated, Report Says

Sub-Headline(s) Said to Be Confirmed by F.D.R. Aide; Affects Nazi-Occupied 
Europe

Byline (Individual author’s name or wire service, e.g. AP, UPI, etc.) AP

Article Type (select one)   News Article   Political Cartoon
  Editorial   Letter to the Editor
  Opinion Piece   Other

Notes (Use this space to provide the following)
n  Brief article summary, including names of people and events 

referenced in the article.
n   If article is an editorial, opinion piece, political cartoon, or letter to the 

editor, does it advocate a specific action or policy?

This article describes the plan to exterminate European  
Jewry including numbers killed, and deportation plans.  
It is coming from authentic sources via the State Department 
and mentions that Himmler is in charge of this process.  
An additional article below mentions the arrest of 2,300  
Jews in Norway.

URL (if article was found online) https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=8_
tS2Vw13FcC&dat=19421125&printsec=frontpage&hl=en

SAMPLE FORM

x

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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Once the group has recorded key information about its article(s), the Analyst should lead the group in discussing the following 
questions, which will be shared by the Reporter during the class discussion.

Article Comparison
Reference Holocaust Encyclopedia article(s) on the relevant event page(s) to answer the questions below (as assigned by your teacher).

1.  What does a close read of the article tell you? What words and phrases stand out for you in how the author conveys this news?  
Are there any words that may convey bias to the reader? Are there any phrases that convey other emotions such as outrage, skepticism, or disbelief?

2. How does the reporting in this newspaper reflect the facts of this event? 

a.  Is the event fully and accurately reported, based on what we now know? 

b.   Does the byline credit an individual or wire service as the author? Why is that important? Does the article reflect any bias on 
the part of the author or editor? 

 

c.  What do the article’s headline, length, and placement in the paper indicate about how the editors viewed its importance?

3.  Does the article give any sense of how government leaders, organizations, and individuals in the community or the nation responded to the threat of 
Nazism and the persecution and murder of European Jews?

4.  What else was being reported in this newspaper at this time? Compare the placement, size, and tone of those articles to the one you researched. How 
might other events have influenced how readers viewed news related to the Holocaust?

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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EVENT SUMMARY
In the space below, as a group, summarize the topic of your research to share with the class. Explain why the topic was historically 
important, how it was (or was not) covered in the local newspaper, and what questions you have about why the local paper did or 
did not cover this event.

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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Event Did this newspaper 
cover this event?

If so, on what page 
was it covered?

Is this coverage more or less than you predicted? 
Why do you think this was the case?

As each group shares their information, the Recorder fills in the chart below. Following all the presentations, discuss the 
implications of the research with your group before beginning the concluding activity.

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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Image: Google Newspaper Archive

https://newspapers.ushmm.org
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