
“ I’m grateful to the Museum 
for ensuring that not 
only are my parents and 
family honored, but that 
the children of today and 
tomorrow are educated 
about this history and their 
responsibility.”

—Elaine Tanay

“The Museum is like my extended 
family. I am overjoyed that my gift 
allows me to honor my parents and bear 
witness to their lives,” said Elaine Tanay, 
a Legacy of Light Guardian Founder 
from Summerville, South Carolina.

Elaine’s first introduction to the Museum 
was thanks to her father, Emanuel 
Tanay, MD, a Holocaust survivor who 
had a distinguished career as a forensic 
psychiatrist. Prior to the Museum’s 
opening, he had been interviewed for the 
Testimony film shown in the Permanent 
Exhibition. Several years later, during a 
visit with her father, Elaine happened to 
hear a segment of the film in which he 
shares his memories of the Holocaust. 
“It was such serendipity but also such 
a profound experience, because he was 
talking about his mother and he was 
crying—and I had only seen him cry 
maybe once before in my life,” said Elaine.

In addition to the profound emotions 
she felt during her visit, Elaine learned a 
great deal more about the history of the 
Holocaust. Since then, she has continued 
to expand her knowledge about both the 
history and the work of the Museum to 
help people understand what happened 
and why.

Elaine’s parents were only 11 when the 
war began. Her mother, Antoinette 
Hectkopf Tanay, her parents and her 
sister were taken by cattle car from 
Poland to Siberia. They survived, but 
everyone else in the family—over 30 
people—were brutally murdered. Elaine’s 
father survived the war by being hidden 
in a Catholic monastery in Krakow, 
spending time in the Plaszow camp 
where his own father was murdered,  
and existing on false papers. 

Her parents’ personal stories make 
Elaine keenly aware of how few people 
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Legacy of Light Guardian Founder Elaine Tanay, Summerville, South Carolina

intervened to help Jews during the 
Holocaust and the consequences of 
being bystanders. She is eager to see 
the Museum’s upcoming exhibition on 
American responses to the Nazi threat 
(opening in Spring 2018) and hopes it 
will help “prevent the silence of future 
bystanders to oppression and cruelty.”

By including the Museum in her will, 
Elaine wants to support the institution’s 
work to combat rising antisemitism 
and Holocaust denial and to educate 
new generations about the relevance of 
Holocaust history. “I’m grateful to the 
Museum for ensuring that not only are 
my parents and family honored, but that 
the children of today and tomorrow are 
educated about this history and their 
responsibility,” she said. 

“I am confident that my parents’ sacred 
trust in me to bear witness to their 
suffering will be carried on long after  
I am gone.”
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EVERY WILL MATTERS. HAVE YOU PUT THE MUSEUM IN YOURS?



Generations The Planned Giving Newsletter of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Today it’s virtually impossible 
to watch television, read a 
newspaper or go online without 
encountering information about 
possible revisions to our nation’s tax laws. In this 
environment, it can be challenging to know the best 
course of action when making future financial plans.

If income, estate and gift tax changes do occur, it is 
important to determine what they mean for you and 
how they could affect your estate and financial plans. 

What should you do now? Many of our supporters 
and their advisors have told us they are acting to take 
advantage of certain tax incentives while they are in 
place. Income and capital gains tax rates and allowable 
deductions—as well as gift and estate tax rates—
typically remain unchanged until Congress introduces 
or passes new legislation. For example, charitable gifts 
completed this year may result in greater tax savings 
than may be available in coming years. 

Did you recently turn 70½? If so, did you know you 
can use your IRA to make tax-free charitable gifts? 
Or, if you are planning for retirement, consider 
giving in ways that can supplement your income for 
life, with a charitable gift annuity, or a term of years, 
with a charitable remainder trust. (Please see the 
article on this and the next page).

We are always happy to discuss with you the best ways 
to make your gifts to the Museum now or in advance 
of any future changes. If changes in tax laws do occur, 
we suggest you seek the advice of your professional 
advisors to see if they will affect your plans. 

George E. Hellman, JD 
202.488.6591 • ghellman@ushmm.org 

From the Director 
of Planned Giving 
and Endowments
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George E. Hellman

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
mourns the passing of the following Legacy of Light 
Society members:

In Memoriam

Howard L. Feldman
William S. Parsons

Bodil Gerotwol
 

Gifts that Give Back to You
The stock market has seen significant gains over the past year. For some, 
that means the value of their assets has grown substantially. While 
people may own assets that are highly appreciated, these investments 
may still be producing lower than desired yields. 

Many who would like to make a special gift while enjoying an additional 
source of income have found that a charitable remainder trust (CRT) can be 
a way to help supplement retirement income while making a gift of a 
lifetime to the Museum. The following scenario illustrates how this can 
be possible.

For example: Mike and Jean Ziskind, both age 76, have discussed making 
a gift from their estates. Their immediate concern, however, is boosting their 
retirement income. They own securities worth $200,000 for which they  
paid $80,000 over the past 20 years. The securities now pay dividends of  
1 percent, or $2,000, per year. They would like to receive more income than 
the securities currently provide.

Martin Gerotwol
Dr. Juan Jorge Schäffer

The 25th Anniversary 
Mendelson Legacy Challenge

BE PART OF THE MUSEUM’S FUTURE

Take the challenge today. 
With your deferred or outright gift to the 
Museum’s endowment, let us recognize 
your enduring commitment in the 25th 
Anniversary edition of the  Legacy of 
Light Guardians Commemorative 
Publication.

ushmm.org/campaign

In honor of the Museum’s 25th anniversary in April 2018, Jen 
and Dan Mendelson have stepped forward to challenge each of 
us to make securing the Museum’s future—and safeguarding 
truth for generations to come—our personal legacy. 

Through the establishment of their bequest of up to 
$1 million, the Mendelsons will match 10 percent of 
each new outright or planned gift to the Museum’s 
endowment, with a maximum of $25,000 per gift. 

All qualifying gifts established or newly identified before 
February 15, 2018, are eligible.

TO LEARN MORE CONTACT
George E. Hellman, JD 
Associate Deputy Chief Development Officer 
Planned Giving and Endowments 
202.488.6591 or ghellman@ushmm.org
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Instead of selling the securities and generating significant capital gains tax 
on the $120,000 in appreciation, the Ziskinds decide to transfer them to a 
CRT benefiting the Museum’s endowment.

Annual income. The type of CRT, known as a charitable remainder unitrust 
(CRUT), will pay them an income of 6 percent of the value of the trust 
assets as determined each year.

Full earning power. Because the CRUT will not be liable for capital 
gains tax at the time it is created, the entire $200,000 will be available to 
generate earnings. The first year they anticipate receiving $12,000 from 
the CRUT—some six times what they now earn.

Immediate deduction. Not only will they enjoy additional income, 
the tax deduction of $50,000 that they will receive now (in the year the 
CRUT is funded) will save them approximately $15,000 in state and 
federal income taxes. 

The Ziskinds enjoy increased retirement income, tax savings and asset 
management—all while arranging a wonderful gift to help the Museum 
keep Holocaust memory alive.

Remainder to United 
States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum

The Ziskinds

Charitable 
Remainder 

Trust
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Income tax deduction  
and variable payments

Gift of property

Legacy of Light Society Guardian Founder David H. Enzel 
stands near his banner.

Brunch Photos: Carl Cox Legacy of Light Society Guardian Founders from left to right:  Judith Fagin, Eva Cooper, Elaine Tanay and David H. Enzel.

The 2017 Legacy of Light Society Certificate Recipients posed for a picture with Legacy of Light Society National Chair Dana M. 
Perlman and George E. Hellman. 
Seated from left to right: Judith Fagin, Diane Vogel, Lila O. Asher, Elaine Tanay, Anne Totah, Helen Epps, Helen M. Rinde and Laurie Billowitz.
Standing from left to right: Dana M. Perlman, David Leiman, Sharon Leiman, Charles Rappaport, Arthur Berger, Barbara Berger, Dr. 
Mitchel Ross, Dr. James E. Vogel, Eva Cooper, David Enzel, Gila J. Bronner, Bruce Butterworth, Iris Lipkowitz, Lou Gerber, Dolores 
Gerber, Sam Shamie, Dr. Aaron Billowitz, Miriam Citron Burhans, Barbara Appelbaum and George E. Hellman.

Legacy of Light Society Annual Brunch
As part of the 2017 National Days of Remembrance events, the Legacy of Light Society held a donor 
recognition brunch on Sunday, April 23rd awarding certificates of appreciation to its new members.



With Profound Sadness
It is with a deep sense of loss that we share the news 
that our dear colleague, Johanna Neumann, passed away 
on April 26th.

Johanna’s was an extraordinary life—one that was 
in many ways the very embodiment of the triumph 
of good over evil. Johanna was born in Hamburg, 
Germany, in 1930. Her family tried several times to 
get visas to enter the United States, but were denied. 
In 1939, they escaped to Albania along with a few 
other Jewish-German families, where they were 
welcomed and protected by Muslim neighbors. 
They remained in Albania, fleeing from one town to 
another throughout the war until they were freed 
by the Allies in 1945. Johanna went on to live an 
amazingly rich life. She married her love, David, with 

whom she continued to have regular lunch dates. She had children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, all of whom received her full attention, love, and her famous 
knit goods. 

Johanna originally joined the Museum as a volunteer and donated her talents to 
Collections from 1990 through 2004. In 2005, we were fortunate to have Johanna 
join the Planned Giving staff. In addition to inspiring the members of our team and 
other Museum colleagues around her, Johanna also continued volunteering with 
Survivor Affairs, sharing the remarkable story of her Holocaust experiences around 
the Washington, DC area, across the country, and even in Europe, as a way to inspire 
others towards a better future. 

All of us on the Planned Giving team feel privileged indeed simply to have known her, 
and to have been able to call her our colleague and our friend. She is, and will always 
be, sorely missed.

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Planned Giving and Endowments
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126  

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Johanna Neumann



This information will be kept strictly confidential. 
The Museums’s Federal Employer Identification Number is 52-1309391

Name (please print)

E-mail (optional) Telephone (optional)

Address  

City, State Zip

[  ] I/We have already included the Museum in my/our will or other estate plans.  
Please enroll me/us as a member of the Legacy of Light Society and send information     
about the benefits of being a Legacy of Light Guardian. 

[  ] I/We would consider including the Museum in my/our estate plans.

[  ] I/We are interested in the 25th Anniversary Mendelson Legacy Challenge.

[  ]  I am/We are interested in making a contribution to the Museum’s Annual Fund. 

[  ]  I/We want to learn more about participating in the Museum’s comprehensive    
campaign to keep Holocaust memory alive for a changing world.

[  ] YES, I’m/we’re ready to safeguard truth for future generations. I/We 
would like to receive more information about the Museum’s endowment, and how to 
support our comprehensive campaign with a gift that will help secure the future impact 
of the Museum and can also help enhance my/our financial security today.

I/We would also like to receive complimentary materials about:

  Giving Through Your Will

  Giving Through Charitable Remainder Trusts

  Giving Through Life Insurance

  Legacy Giving Through My Family Foundation

   Giving Through Gift Annuities 
Please send me payment and tax benefit information based on the following 
amount $_______________ and the birthdate(s) ______/______/______ and 
______/______/______ (second individual optional).

LEARN MORE AT USHMM.ORG/ENDOWMENT
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Planned Giving and Endowments
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126
202.488.6591

The Legacy of Light Society recognizes individuals who have 
made a commitment to secure the Museum’s future and its 
timeless cause by including the Museum in their estate plans. 
Individuals who direct any type of gift to the Museum’s 
endowment are recognized as Legacy of Light Guardians. 

Summer 2017



100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW  Washington, DC 20024-2126

ushmm.org/campaign

Meet Our Planned Giving and Endowments Team
The Museum’s Planned Giving and Endowments team is a group of dedicated professionals who have a passion for the Museum’s vital 
work, as well as for helping you make securing its future a part of your personal legacy. For more information on ways to accomplish this, 
please contact the appropriate staff member.

Celeste Z. Maier
Director of Stewardship, 
Legacy of Light Society
cmaier@ushmm.org
202.488.2634

George E. Hellman, JD
Associate Deputy Chief 
Development Officer, Planned 
Giving and Endowments
ghellman@ushmm.org
202.488.6591
Midwest and Northeast Regions

Sara Eigenberg, JD
Deputy Director of Planned 
Giving and Endowments
seigenberg@ushmm.org
202.479.9733
Western Region, Southwest and 
New England Areas

Naomi Katz, JD
Associate Director of Planned 
Giving and Endowments
nkatz@ushmm.org
202.520.9392
Mid-Atlantic, Midwest, 
Northeast and Southeast Regions

Sam Hinckley
Development 
Coordinator,  
Planned Giving  
and Endowments
shinckley@ushmm.org
202.314.1748

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not intended as legal, accounting, or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable 
gifts with tax and other financial implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Deductions 
vary based on applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be available in all states. © Copyright 2017 by Sharpe Group. All Rights Reserved. All 
photos courtesy of US Holocaust Memorial Museum except as otherwise noted. Portrait of George E. Hellman courtesy of Carl Cox.


