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Th is groundbreaking series provides a new perspective on history using fi rst-

hand accounts of the lives of those who suff ered through the Holocaust, those 

who perpetrated it, and those who witnessed it as bystanders. Th e United States 

Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies pres-

ents a wide range of documents from diff erent archival holdings, expanding 

knowledge about the lives and fates of Holocaust victims and making these 

resources broadly available to the general public and scholarly communities for 

the fi rst time.

Books in the Series

1 . Jewish Responses to Persecution, Volume I, 1933–1938, Jürgen Matthäus and 

Mark Roseman (2010)

2. Children during the Holocaust, Patricia Heberer (2011) 

3. Jewish Responses to Persecution, Volume II, 1938–1940, Alexandra Garbarini 

with Emil Kerenji, Jan Lambertz, and Avinoam Patt (2011)

4. Th e Diary of Samuel Golfard and the Holocaust in Galicia, Wendy Lower 

(2011)

5. Jewish Responses to Persecution, Volume III, 1941–1942, Jürgen Matthäus 

with Emil Kerenji, Jan Lambertz, and Leah Wolfson (2013)

6. The Holocaust in Hungary: Evolution of a Genocide, Zoltán Vági, László 

Csősz, and Gábor Kádár (2013)

Hungary_3rd.indb   iiHungary_3rd.indb   ii 7/22/13   5:53 AM7/22/13   5:53 AM



A project of the

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Sara J. Bloomfield

Director

Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies

Paul A. Shapiro

Director

Jürgen Matthäus

Director, Applied Research

under the auspices of the

Academic Committee 

of the

United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Alvin H. Rosenfeld, Chair

Doris L. Bergen

Richard Breitman

Christopher R. Browning

David Engel

Zvi Y. Gitelman

Peter Hayes

Sara Horowitz

Steven T. Katz

William S. Levine

Deborah E. Lipstadt

Michael R. Marrus

John T. Pawlikowski

Menachem Z. Rosensaft

George D. Schwab

James E. Young

Hungary_3rd.indb   iiiHungary_3rd.indb   iii 7/22/13   5:53 AM7/22/13   5:53 AM



Th is publication has been made possible by
support from

Th e Gerald M. and Mary L. Fisch Fund 
for Study of the Holocaust in Hungary

Th e William S. and Ina Levine Foundation

Th e Blum Family Foundation

and

Dr. Alfred Munzer and Mr. Joel Wind

Th e authors have worked to provide clear information about the provenance of 

each document and illustration included here. In some instances, particularly 

for journals and newspapers no longer in print, we have been unable to verify 

the existence or identity of any present copyright owners. If notifi ed of any 

items inadvertently credited wrongly, we will include updated credit informa-

tion in reprints of this work.

Hungary_3rd.indb   ivHungary_3rd.indb   iv 7/22/13   5:53 AM7/22/13   5:53 AM



Documenting Life and Destruction
Holocaust Sources in Context

THE HOLOCAUST 
IN HUNGARY
Evolution of a Genocide

Zoltán Vági, László Csősz, and Gábor Kádár

Foreword by Randolph L. Braham

Advisory Committee:

Christopher R. Browning

David Engel

Sara Horowitz

Steven T. Katz

Alvin H. Rosenfeld

AltaMira Press
in association with the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
2013

Hungary_3rd.indb   vHungary_3rd.indb   v 7/22/13   5:53 AM7/22/13   5:53 AM



26    Chapter 2

DOCUMENT 2-1: City regulation and the attached statement of reasons, issued by the 

Rimaszombat municipal authorities, June 1941, YVA RG M 48, fascicle 3166, ŠOKA 

Rimavská Sobota, Documents of the Mayor of Rimaszombat, document 4400/1941.

[. . .]

At the meeting of the body of representatives of the town of Rimaszombat, 

held on June 30, 1941, the following decision was passed under Public 

Administration Number 4400-1941 Meeting 112:

“Regulation by the town of Rimaszombat, to secure public supply 

and public order:

Article 1. Serving lard to Jews is forbidden throughout the area of the 

town of Rimaszombat.

Article 2. It is forbidden for Jews and for wholesale buyers to make 

purchases before 10 a.m.—either in person or through an authorized indi-

vidual, a so-called “strohmann”7—at markets and at fairs. [. . .]

Article 4. Assembling in public places is prohibited for Jews. Two or 

more persons are considered an assembly.8 Streets, squares, coff eehouses, 

restaurants, baths, etc., are considered public places. Th eaters, traveling 

theaters, and social organizations and groups are not considered public 

places.

[. . .]

Statement of reasons attached to the regulation:

[. . .]

Spreading disturbing rumors and idle gossip are both acts of high treason; 

nonetheless, many become involved in this inadvertently, or out of self-

ish motives. Experience has shown that disturbing rumors are primarily 

started by Jews. Jews enjoy listening to foreign radio station programs in 

various languages and show great willingness to create disturbances by 

passing on the news they have heard there—news that had been broadcast 

with the intent to deceive. It therefore seems necessary to prevent this 

and where possible, to prevent Jews from discussing and passing on these 

frightening rumors.

With respect to this regulation, theaters, movie theaters, social organi-

zations, and groups had to be excluded because, given the nature of these 

7. See the glossary.

8. Redefi ning an assembly as the joint presence of two or more people contradicted a 

well-established legal principle based on Roman law that required at least three individuals 

for an assembly (tres faciunt collegium).
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venues, the spreading of frightening rumors, etc., at these venues is dif-

fi cult and because these venues are under permanent police supervision.”

[. . .]

Article 4 aff ected the most basic everyday needs of Jews, for it pronounced 

that they could not stroll on the streets with their families, go to restaurants, or 

use the town’s only operating public bath, which served as the congregation’s 

ritual bath. Th e mayor justifi ed the decision by alluding to the “whispering” and 

“subversive” propaganda of Jews listening to foreign radio stations. He claimed 

that the Jews harbored communist sentiments and had “brought about the war 

and are now hiding away in their nests so they can pounce on the bleeding body 

of the nation.”9 Th e statement of reasons attached to the regulation was even 

more specifi c10: it accused the Jews of outright treason. Th e irrational, purely 

ideological motivation showed in the fact that the regulation accused Jews of 

listening to radio broadcasts, when they had previously been ordered to turn 

their radios over to the authorities.11 Th e regulation proved so contradictory in 

legal terms that a month later the Ministry of the Interior annulled it.12

When it came to taking the initiative in introducing discriminatory mea-

sures, the pioneering eff orts of László Endre proved extremely infl uential. Th e 

case cited in document 2-2(A, B) is a classic example of the illegal antisemitic 

methods routinely deployed during World War II. Th e petition submitted by 

Gyömrő citizens off ered a pretext for the subprefect to issue a regulation run-

ning against laws already in eff ect by appealing to the “public interest.”13 With 

the exception of local residents, he banned all Jews from every single beach and 

bath in the county. Complex motivations lay behind prohibiting Jews from 

using the baths. Besides “protecting Christian morals,” it refl ected the racist 

aspiration to segregate the “fi lthy Jews,” along with a desire to secure cultural, 

recreational activities for non-Jews only.

 9. Petition by Mayor Dr. László Éva addressed to the minister of the interior, seeking 

approval for the regulation, June 30, 1941, YVA M 48, fascicle 3166, ŠOKA Rimavská 

Sobota, documents of the Mayor of Rimaszombat, document 4400/1941.

10. Cf. chapter 1, note 26.

11. Appeal by Jewish local residents against the regulation, July 11, 1941, YVA, M 48, 

fascicle 3166, ŠOKA Rimavská Sobota, documents of the Mayor of Rimaszombat, document 

4400/1941.

12. Ibid., Decision of the Minister of the Interior, July 28, 1941.

13. Th is is a municipality east of Budapest.
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