AMERICANS

AND THE HOLOCAUST

CHALLENGES OF ESCAPE, 1938-1941
Steps to Immigrate to the United States
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In the late 1930s, hundreds of
thousands of European Jews applied
to immigrate to the United States.

Unlike today, there were no special
provisions for people fleeing

persecution (“refugees”). European
Jews had to follow the difficult United
States immigration process, which
required a lot of time and paperwork.

Jewish refugees wait outside the United States consulate in Marseilles, France, 1941.
US Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Eric Saul
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Biener, Selmar

Else

. Jan 121939
LXONSULAT 12-14 Sept 1938 AMERICAN GENERAL CONSULATE
BERLIN

Datum des Poststempels Date of Postmark

A e e 4 The General Consulate hereby informs you that you are
te unter den registered on the German waiting list under the
s following numbers:

45685 AMERICAN
CONSULATE

86 BERLIN

It cannot currently be stated when you can expect your case to
be reviewed; however, you will receive a further notification
regarding this matter in good time.

AMERICAN GENERAL CONSULATE

In the 1920s, Congress passed racist laws that set a yearly limit on the people born in each
country who could immigrate to the United States. These laws prioritized immigration
from countries with large, white Protestant populations.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Diana Barzilay and Evelyn Hill
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Step 2: Collect Documents

While on the waiting list,
potential immigrants collected
many documents that they would
need to show American officials.

Sample immigration documents from the Americans and the Holocaust exhibition. US Holocaust Memorial Museum
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Step 2: Collect Documents
Example A: Visa Application

This document provided American officials
with basic information about the applicant—
name, birthdate, parents’ names, and address.

It helped American officials learn about the

potential immigrant’s identity and
background.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Harold Stern
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APPLICATION FOR IMMIGRATION VISA (QUOTA)

the wdarigeed APPLICANT JOR AX IMMIGRATION VIEA, baag duly rwoms, sale, hat my l.n 4 tros wame b
Roboru Alice onendorr Ster statlam 48 yvu-d H ez and
Hobrow ml-..u-um b *yeventer 1891 ;

at Frankfurt M. Germsny ;leoy—nmmmu apghication 1 have resided

b e followlng plases, during the periods stated, to wit;

Fravkfurt M. Germeny
Koernerstrusse 5.

Toat 1 am (0}, and the rame of my (3iR%} 0 Ludwig Storn + ¥ho was bers
o Podervorn, Germany yund = decensed

That the nans, datos of brtd, asd places of Pesddesco of my miscr eblidren are:

Helmut Stern August 31,1921 London, Englend.

That my caliag o coeupation s BOUSEWITE D atmy Ml D feetand 1 faehes; my eompieaion

fair iodkcecthak, DTOWD  jeskecteyw, BEOY + and that 1 bear tho following marks of identification:
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That my port of emdarkation s undecided Lnited States 4t o
o 5 5 1hat sy firal destination bayosd such portfa 41O mﬂ” 3
that 1 do Barve a ticket throagh 1o such destination; that my pasmage was pald foe by NOphew, Ernest Cassel
whose address s K@W GQrdons, Kew York. ;that fistesd tosis {Flatir) " - "

whise sddres s 84-16 Cuthbert “"“.6- xai o-rdcnl sueens L. I. New York.

That my purposs in golag 10 the Urited States o to rea:du o and [ iatend ¢ remaln l‘Iﬂn'BﬂV‘__

exeept an o o the foowing elames of iedividuale exclsded from adselaicn Uslted
Htates unider e ! (n “iots; mmﬂ-“ﬁﬁm&’m# ) assaa persecs L
attacks of lnsacity; with paers
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b Al ——— T T
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o€ the Tmigration Act of I
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Act ot 1004, as asended.
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e udlm-nmmumu-um“uu—

Certificate of birth and police records.

WHEREFORE, | agply for an lmnigration Vi as & quota imaigrant, parwiast 1o the geovisions of the Act o€ 1924, a0

Y
4
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Example B: Medical Clearance

Zun Sl Behcm oty Onnn wllisfoli e e

Dr. med. H. Berberich 7 oI, ""‘W&'r(‘ e, ,jl .3y

Telehen M50

-— 3 "30"4‘4‘&‘"-»\7.
Htne ACoslomsmnn , gob . 3050 1, wsdn Stfl Cngrny,
HMMJ ’ UMI‘L Vine,  ManL M W““W"

fre ik perdnd umd, pebbly flamms ke Ji52

o ;m;‘-«.-—-« A 2wt Ciden_ .

Entitled to medical treatment

r. of medicine H. Berberich oy oy sively by Jews Augsburg, 6.12.38

Telephone 4507

Certificate
Johanna Landmann, born 3.12.21, who lives at Augsburg,
HermannstraBe 3, was examined by me today.
She is bodily and mentally healthy and free
from communicable diseases.

H Berberich

Potential immigrants had to be examined by a US government-approved doctor.

Officials feared that people with certain diseases or disabilities would spread disease or

not be able to support themselves in the United States.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Henry Landman
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Example C: Police Certificate

_@er- Polizeiprdfident Berlin, am%f%zé/ W The Chief of Police Berlin, on 15 September 1938

11200 / 1120/38

Subrungéseu/gfmé Certificate of Good Conduct

Mr. Ernst Bernhardt
born on September 5th 1884 i, Kohlberg

is officially certified to have registered here with the police

geboren, lmtb‘ amtlich bejdheinigt, daff_er — fie™— in ber Belt
Q V‘M /7/ g bis /h: 42, from _ October 5th, 1905 until __now

bom

and that there is no punishment recorded about him in the police lists.

Chief of Police
in Berlin
Detachment Il (M) e .
Chief of Police .
2 in Berlin On behalf of:
Reich K Detachment Il (M)
iiode [Signature]

stamp
15 September 1938 h

United States immigration officials required a certificate from the German police stating

that the potential immigrant was not a criminal.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Annelise Hoffman
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During the Great Depression, the United States
required proof that a potential immigrant would
not become “a public charge” (that he or she
would not need financial support after arriving
in the United States).

Most Jews did not have enough money to prove
they would not become a “public charge” and
needed to find an American relative, friend, or
stranger to sponsor them.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Thomas Pedrick

Jacques Leo Feger th
9., Pramergasse 1 /17, Vienna, December 29 “, 1938,
Vienna - Germany.

Mr, Geo H. Feger
7153, Montague Street

Philadelphia

Dear Sir,

Above all I have to apologize faor intruding
upon you without having the privilege of knowing you per-
sonallys but being in a2 sore plight I take heart in apply-
ing to you to help me mnd my! brothers.

As we are Jews we are forced to leave Germany
and that as soon as possible and we would like to emigrate
to U.S.A. I suppose you are a relative of ours and so I dare
to ask your help by sending Maffidavits® for me and my broe
thers.

I beg to inform you that I am engineer-mecha-
nician, my brother, Bernhard, is shoe-manufacturing professi-
onal and my ypungest brother,Norbert, whoy was Barrister
before the change here,is alsp expert in the shoe-trade. On
account of these facts I hope, that we will soon find a job
80 that no charge or obligatiph would arise from the affi-
davit to you.

If it be impossible to you to send affidavits
for all of us I beg you to do your best for one or two of
us and to aif us in finding benefactors who would procure
the others ones.

For your kind help as well as for a soon and
favourable reply you would much oblige,

Yours faithfully,

( ¥ V\,Q;Yﬁ@@
Our Dates: ./, “ ‘iw
o/o
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Step 3: Find an

American Sponsor
Tax Returns

Each American sponsor had to submit
an application, tax returns, and
recommendation letters.

American officials demanded proof
that the sponsor was willing and
financially able to care for the
immigrant if necessary.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of the Estate of Henry Bernhard
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Step 4: Buy a Ship Ticket
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In the late 1930s, most people traveled
across the ocean by ship.
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After World War II began in
September 1939, American officials
required proof that potential
immigrants had already purchased a
ship ticket (which could be quite
expensive) and would be physically
able to leave Europe.
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US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Stephen Winter
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Potential immigrants needed permission to
enter all countries they would travel through
to reach the ship they would take to the
United States. Foreign officials carefully
monitored anyone who would be entering
their country due to national security
concerns. These officials also did not want
Jewish immigrants to somehow get trapped
there and need financial support.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Robert Treuer
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When it was their turn on the waiting list, potential immigrants received
appointments at a United States consulate for an interview with a State
Department official.

The American official examined all the potential immigrant’s paperwork,
the paperwork submitted by the American sponsor, and interviewed him
or her.

Potential immigrants could be rejected for health reasons, financial
reasons, or if the official thought the person might be a security threat.
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Receive a United States
Immigration Visa

Potential immigrants who successfully
gathered all the required paperwork
and passed their interview were granted
United States immigration visas.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Robert Treuer
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