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Handout

Franz Goldberger / American 
Friends Service Committee Packet
DOCUMENT 1 (Overview)

In 1938, Dr. Franz Goldberger, who taught bookkeeping, calligraphy, and other subjects at a commerce 
academy in Nazi-occupied Vienna, began writing letters to Americans he did not know. He was looking 
for someone who could provide him with an affidavit of financial sponsorship, a necessary document for 
obtaining a US immigration visa. Jews who did not have relatives in the United States often wrote to people 
in similar professions or used American phone books to contact people who had the same last name.

One of Franz Goldberger’s letters reached Hazel Hostetter, a teacher in Des Moines, Iowa. Hostetter could 
not supply an affidavit for Goldberger, but she looked for someone who would. Hazel Hostetter wrote to the 
Scattergood Hostel in West Branch, Iowa, which assisted newly arrived European refugees. The hostel was 
run by the Quakers, a Christian denomination. In a second letter to Scattergood, she wrote with good news. 
She had found someone to sponsor Franz Goldberger: “Miss Helen Roseland, Assistant Postmaster of Eagle 
Grove, Iowa will sign the affidavit.”

While Franz Goldberger waited in Nazi-occupied Vienna, Helen Roseland and the staff at the Scattergood 
Hostel in Iowa worked to bring him to the United States. They also received assistance from the American 
Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a Quaker relief organization that helped people flee Nazi Europe, 
communicate with loved ones, and adjust to life in the United States.

The AFSC formed the center of a network of refugee aid agencies in Europe and fielded hundreds of requests 
every month from individuals seeking to escape Nazism. With the help of the Scattergood Hostel and the 
AFSC, Helen Roseland’s completed affidavit and other paperwork reached the US State Department and Franz 
Goldberger’s home in Vienna.

Franz Goldberger eagerly awaited his affidavit, hoping that he could use it to obtain a US immigration visa. 
However, he needed a new official copy, and while waiting for it, he was sent to a work camp near Vienna. 
Helen Roseland sent a new affidavit to Franz Goldberger in the spring of 1941. On May 22, 1941, the AFSC 
sent a letter to the National Refugee Service, a refugee coordinating organization, informing them that 
Goldberger received his affidavit and Helen Roseland had purchased a ticket to the United States for him. He 
was scheduled to come on a ship from Spain on June 29, 1941. 

Helen Roseland never heard from Franz Goldberger again. He never appeared at the ship and was 
likely trapped in Vienna after the US consulate there closed in July 1941. In May 1942, Goldberger was 
arrested and sent to the Majdanek concentration camp in Nazi-occupied Poland, where he died. The exact 
circumstances of his death are unknown, but his body was cremated on August 20, 1942.
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DOCUMENT 2

New York City high school teacher Benjamin Davis received this letter from Franz Goldberger, who said that 
he’d found Davis’s name in a directory. Goldberger hoped that Davis could provide him with a financial 
affidavit so that he could immigrate to the United States. 

Letter to Benjamin Davis, January 13, 1940:
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DOCUMENT 2 (continued)

Goldberger included his résumé in his letter to Benjamin Davis, hoping to prove that he would not  
become a burden in the United States. 
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DOCUMENT 3

Helen Roseland, assistant postmaster of Eagle Grove, Iowa, enthusiastically agreed to provide an affidavit for 
Goldberger. Roseland was unmarried and had no personal savings, but her family owned 160 acres of land, 
and she hoped that would be enough to prove her financial stability.

Courtesy of the fam
ily of Helen Roseland
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DOCUMENT 4

Mildred Holmes, an aid worker with the American Friends Service Committee (the Quakers), advised Helen 
Roseland about how to fill out the paperwork to sponsor Franz Goldberger in this letter from April 1, 1940. 
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DOCUMENT 5

After surviving seven months in a work camp, Franz Goldberger wrote to Helen Roseland asking her  
to send updated immigration paperwork.
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DOCUMENT 6

Anticipating that Goldberger would soon be able to leave Vienna, Roseland collected $425 (equivalent to 
$7,000 today) for his ship ticket, using money from her own bank account along with donations from people 
in New York and California. She was able to purchase a ticket for Goldberger on a ship scheduled to sail from 
Spain on June 29, 1941.
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