By the beginning of April 1933, when 3,000 Jewish refugees had arrived in
Switzerland, Swiss Protestant church president Henry Henriod sent a message to
the German churches asking for a clear position of protest against Nazi measures.
That same month, French Protestant leader Wilfred Monod published an open
letter welcoming the Jews coming from Germany to France. In May 1933, British
Bishop George Bell wrote Hermann Kapler, president of the German Church
Federation, of his concern about actions against the Jews. At the ecumenical
World Alliance conference in Sofia, Bulariain September 1933, the delegates
passed a resolution condemning the Nazi actions against the Jews. “We
especially deplore the fact that the state measures against the Jews in Germany
have had such an effect on public opinion that in some circles the Jewish race is
considered arace of inferior status.” These Christian leaders eventually became
part of a network, coordinated primarily from the Protestant ecumenical officesin
Geneva, that aided Jews throughout Europe.



