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This year marks the 65th anniversary of the end of World War II, 
and we will pay tribute to the U.S. soldiers who helped defeat 
Nazi Germany and liberate Holocaust survivors from years of 
suffering. Their stories of freedom remind us that individuals 
have the power to make a difference. What we do—or choose 
not to do—matters.

Remembrance not only obligates us to memorialize those who 
were killed during the Holocaust, but it also reminds us of the 
fragility of democracy and the need for citizens to be vigilant in 
the protection of democratic ideals. We remember because we 
recognize the importance of preserving freedom, promoting 
human dignity, and confronting hate whenever and wherever 	
it occurs.  
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Inmates waving a homemade American flag greet 7th Army troops upon their 
arrival at the Allach concentration camp, a subcamp of Dachau, April 30, 1945. 
National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD.
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