ATIONAL ARCHIVE!

X




r EPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES \




‘!EPF!O UCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

T

Mﬁé




-




ICED: AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIYES

E _;a ihtéreﬂtﬁng 10 mte mm wnat pasne the dei‘enmt :mm: 3 ST

,'attem@tea. to em&eal m.a re&& %psée in ggtzing these mms a&:’ art. » ,
- ‘Ehe cover of the sé&ta&@gué me‘ %em mft m zmjaa%a nsm . Sk

- were "Seoured &m‘z aafégmm&e&m ) E&mgely enm:gh, u iv&s fw.n:t nebes—- .‘ o | \
o sary to "safw&* some of ‘the o‘b,jenbe ‘by tranepemmg tnen 5o Berl&n e
) and. aﬁeﬁuaitmg 'shem in %ha &e;gez M tha spea&al Bepwhy or in t;he safa
B of the Deuteche‘bank. es te m&mt‘rea un p&g& 8@ Qf ﬁucumem 1’?09«»?8;
‘ 'Ihe weme referred to aa kw’mg mn wwﬂyorted %m Berlin are uaeed

in the aatalague of chgecte ”@W&éﬁ“ as mm’aere 4, 1, 2’7. 35c

42, 45, 47, 51, 138, 141, 145 ent ie. @ exttemely valusble amx R

- ' worldwmmeﬁ sket@heﬂ w mmw JBW taken fram the aollentinn ’

Imquiersk& in Lem’aerg. wat*& mwiw 4'&&5«5@%&&9&” At page €8 of | '
| br. Muehlmaam"s repcz*% (i. ‘[ffz 53 %& @hﬁ%ﬁ% %ha% ke gemnany M&é&

o these sketchaa to MIKG m twk: %&Lm; ho the Fuem'er at haadqwtex‘am

, : o ~ Numerois m}ec«;s of am patat; "‘fﬂ; mpeewiw, pla:taﬂf, ainhes.
- @s'well ae other azmawmw vmie :aiw "’m‘mmw' L4 FW; Mm R

; ' hed the Spee#.a.l Dapu’cy &auver %&ae awﬂeaﬁc ta an amhitec% far ti&e - o

- » purpaee of fvmiemng the zaa{é’la &t ﬁmeww aad 'éae Sehl@ss I{maem- :

dopf, wmah were reai&emea e.t‘ ﬂhe vaamar Genexal* It m

apparémbly M’s be!.i.af ﬁmt %we Meme; waui& be s&ﬁer in his

' ,possaezeum, used ’co grace his 4e &n& Wzle iﬁs gveete,f t&m %hey»"- ;

1

g ;'

' C . would ‘be .‘m the posaesaim uf ti?;ew
| ‘I“here t8 no dwat mtmve@: th’m& vi

,‘,ﬂ,\;mly tha ,entim Eﬂ 1’“"_’

r aeasian cf Polané wa.s aeweﬁ :Em: *@X‘e me of Gemany. an& wou?,d mevw

have ‘been re«tumed. m the em&z af & Gwmm vmwxy. m. Muemmam.

B T

1 note& Bem&n a‘tt awﬁhwmyg wm &wea%ea %héi sra&wr»e pragram fw a Lo

fa the aﬁﬁéam% prevmszy :

: ata{ae& ae ﬁui 1ow) %




|

%DDUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES




' 5§£’RODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

:
o
L







UCED AT THE:NATIONAL ARCHIVES

“The Y

T\,m . | K |

i . ¢ : \ i

; - "W%h ﬁhe commieeare af the Re%h e g@wie,l &wﬁme;
S witfiln Department I (political) has been set up for .

" Jimited time for the seizure and securing of oby £

- cultursl wvelue. - This office is under the contrel of »me ‘

‘hetid of the main wa:gk group of Einsatz;s%a’e of Beiahﬁev ew =
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M%ﬁtte& were initiateé. ‘in ifmgary' ae md;icated 'by Dwumen%

}f,,mama by umaa Rosenberg's mé@ S
of s,tasz. I offer this docmem: into evidence. 'I‘he firat. gamgra.ph R

Nc. l@ﬁ’eﬂs, cepy of -8 meesaga
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PROS
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ﬁamay,, Denmark, the Occupied. Eamzem Terri toriea, the %&me S@tas&ee,

%




E

docunent 149-PS, which is & cb?%ified coﬁ% of Hitler's order. The order
—— '

fi .
dec ees the ideological fight against thb enenies of National Socislienm
to be a military necessity, and reaffirme the authority of the Binsatz~
steb Rosenberg to conduct searches and seizures of suitable naterial

for the Hohe Schule. The 5th paragraph states,

"The measures of execution concerning the
cooperation with the Wehrmacht are assured
by the Chief of the OKW with the consent
of the Reicheleiter Rosenberé;j/

The Keitel Order of 5 July 1940 (137-PS) which has elready been
offered in evidence iﬁdicatea that cooperation of the Wehrmacht with
the Einsatzetab had long been established in Belgiun, Frénce. the

Netherlands and Luienbourg. and also shows the association of the

Gestapo.

Cooperation of the SS and the SD is indicated in & letter fron

~
Rosenberg to Bormann dated 23 April 1941, Dogument No. 071-PS, which I

now offer into evidence. Thie letter etates in the fifth sentence of

the first numbered paragraph:

"It is understood that the confiseations

are not executed by the regional authorities,
but that this is conducted by the Security
Service (SD) as well as by the police."

Further down in the same paragraph Rosenberg states: -

"It has been conmmmunicatedto ne in . writing
by a Gauleiter that the chief office of
the Reich Security (RSHA) of the SS hae
clained the following from the livrary
of a nonastery: The Catholic Handbook,
Albertus Magnus; Zdition of the Churech

Fathers; Eistory of the Papacy by L. ¥. o
Pfaetcw-, snd vthaf Wurlzee. o
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The second and last paragraph of this letter states thaii
. "I ghould like to remark in this connection that

this affair has already been executed on our side with

Security Service (SD)‘in the mos% loyal fashion."

The defendant GBring was eépeci%&ly diligent in further- b
ing the purposes of the Einsatzstab Rogenberg, a diligence |
which will be readily understood in view of the fact shat
he himself directed that secon%_in priority only to the de-~
mandé of the Ffihrer were to ber"'those art ctjects which

served the completion of the Réichsmarslalfc :0llection,"
(l4£iPS ~ previously offered ié evidencs . ) |

Oh May 1, 1941, Gbring iésned an order {o all Party,
State and Wehrmacht services, which I am now o>ffering into
evidence as 1117-PS, an original order beéring GBring's sig-
nature. This order réquested all Party, State and Wehrmacht
Services (aﬁd I now quote) |

"._..t0 give all possible support and assistance to the

Chief of Staff of Reichsleiter Rosenberg's steff.,the

above~-mentioned persons are requested to report to me

on their work, particulerly on any difficulties which
might arise."

On 30 May, 1942, G8ring claimed credit for a large de-
gree of the success of the Einsatzstab. I offer into evi—
dence s captured photostatic copy of 2 letter from GBring
to Rosenberg, showing G8ring's signature which bears our
Yo. loféioPS The last paragraph of this letter states as
follows

4

..0n the other hand I also support personally the

work of the Einsatzstab wherever I can do so, and a

great part of the seized cultural goods can be ac-

“ecounted for because I was able to ass1st the

Einsatzstab with my organizations." I

If I have tried the patience of the Tribunal with
numerous details as to the origir, the growth and the oper-
abion of the art looting organization, it is because I feel
that 1t will be impossible for me to coanvey to you a full
coneeption as to the magnitude of the plunder without con-
veying to you first, information as to the vast organiz-

ational work that was necessary in order to eneble the de~-

fendants to collect in Germany cultural treasures of stag-
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gering proportions. :

Nothing of value was safe frém the zrasp of the Einsg-
atigkab. In view of the great experience of the Einsatzatadb
in the complex business of t¥e organized vlunder of a contbi-
nent, its facilities were well suited to the looting of

material- other than cultural objebts. Thus, when Rosenberg

required equipment for the-furnisiing of the 6ffices of the
administiration in the east, his Einsatzstab was pressed into
action to confiscate Jewish homeé in the west,
. 1-~188, which T nov of

Document- No.

fer into evidence is a copy of a report

submitted by the director of Rosenberg’a Office West, opsr-

ating nnder the Ministry for the. Ozenpled Bastern Territor—

ies. I wish to read at some length from this document. The'
third paragraph on page 3 of theftranslation states:

"The Einsatzstab. Reichsleiter Rosenberg was charged

with the carrying out of this task, (that is: the seizure
- - of art properties). In ad ition to this seizure of prop~

erty, at the sugzestion of the Director West of the Spze~

ial Sevtion of ihe Bincatzatab, it was provosed to the
Reichaleiter tlat the furaiture and anhecr contents of the
unguasrded Jewish hemea shonld eico heo scouved and dig—
vatehol 1o the Minister “or the Cecunied Dastern Terri-
toriza for use in the Eustern Yerriiocics,"

The last parazraph on the same page statesn:

"At first ell the confiscated furniture and zoods
were dispatched to edministraiion of the Ccecurded East—
ern Territories. Owing to the ferror attecks on German
cities which then bezan, and in the kpowledze that
bombed-qut people in Germany ought to have preference
over the eastern prople, Reichsminister and Reichsleiter
Rosenberg obtained a new order from the Fﬁh:er‘according
to which the furniture ete. ottained throush the M Action

was t0 be put at the disposal of bombod--cut people within
Germany."

The report continues with a description of tha efficient
methods employed in looting the Jewish homcs in the west

(top of pagze 4 of translation.)

"The confiscation of Jewish homes was caried out as
follows: So-cailed confiscation officials went from house
to house where no records were avallable of the addresses -
of Jews who had departed or fled as was the vmse, for in~

stance, in Paris, in order to aollect information as to

abendoned Jewish homes...They drew up inventories of those
homes and subsequently sealed them. ..

"In Paris alone about twenty confiscation officials
confiscated more than 38,000 homes. The transportation
of the contents of these homes wag completed with the
entire car park of the Union of Parisian Removal Con-

tractors who had to provide up to 150 trucka, 1200 to
1800 French laborers




"The evacuations were divided into Evacuations A and B;
Evacuation A meant confiscation of all kinds of goods dut

SN0t furniture. Evacuation B meant confiscation of actual
furniture.
Yl g 4
"The goods are dispatched first to large collecting

camps where they are processed, sorted out and loaded for
Germany ." 7

The magnitude of the operatiom is qhown in the last paragraph on Page

4 of the translation:

"Altogether the Office West, including the Special
Services Branches has confiscated about 71,6819 Jewish
homes. Moreover they took thfough Evacuation A:

Foreizn currency and securities 11,695,516 Reichsmerks
Scrap metal, screp paper, textiles 3,191,352 (Kilograms)

Page 1 of the report gives & further eclue as to the magni tude of

the operation,

"The sum total of furniture and fittings dispatched
required a loading capacity of 1,079,373 cwubic meters. The
following were required to provide this capacity, including
additional deliveries: 26,984 railroesd cars
equivalent to 674 trains."

Nothing was overlooked that might be of value to Germany. I should
like to read from a tabulation of miscellaneous items collected, a

few of those which ere listed on page 2 of the report, by way of

1llustration:
China 199 boxes
Glasses 208 boxes
Kitchen utensils 196 boxes
Toys 99 bozes
Bottles 730 bouxes
Rags 240 bores
Scraps of furs 123 boxes

Looting on such a scale secems fantastic and unimaginable. But 1
feel I must task the imagination of this Tridunal etill further.

For thouzh the aei;;fe‘of.the contents of over.71,000 homes and
their shipment to the Reich in upwards of 26’000f;;i1road care

is by no means a petty operation, the quantities of plundered art
treasures and books, and their incalculable value as revealed in

the documents I am about to offer will make these figures dwindle by
comparison. These stacks of leather-bound volumes which we have

before us in themselves reveal but a small portion of the story.
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4 %sen%m&ma"eallecuon* at‘? estimated to have a value of three

times that of the above,: oF an "'a}&itmnal ninety to one hindred twonty

, ‘ o i ,
1lion Redohsmarks., The estimated overwall value is thus between
120 and 160 million Reichsmarks,

I submit that this is Ja: chronicle of book collecting which is un-

precedented in history, &

The defendants were no ];ess thcrmigh in their pursuit of the
treasufes of art locatediig the various occupicd countries, and I
offen'into evidence Dc:uﬁ§;$ No. 1015b-PS, a feport.by Rosenbergts

Chief of the Special Sta.ff for Pictorial Art, covering the activities

from October 1940 to July 1944, I also offer Document No: 1015g2-P8,
_ y . & ’ , ’
an inventory of seized objects, submitted with tl: report. I read

from the last paragraph of this report:

"25 portfolios of pictures, with the most valuable works
of the art collection seized in the west were presented
to the Fdthrer 20 April 1943 » Yogether with three volumes
of a provisional catalogue of Faintings and an interim
progress report., Additional portfolios of pictures are
in preparation,! ;

‘These 39 volumes which are before me contain photographs of works of

art secured by the Einsatzstab and are volumes which were prepared by

members of Rosenberg's staff. These volumes bear our No. 2522-PS, and
F'-—-..__'_‘

I offer them in evidence. I will shortly exhibit some examples of

their contents. Before doing so, I will refer again to the report by

Roscnbergts Staff (1015b-P8) as this report furnishes a deseription
of the scope and value of the art works seized:

"Up to 15 July 1944 the following had been scientifically
inventoried: 21,903 art works g

5,281 pointings, pastels, water-colors s drawings ‘
- bBL miniatures, glass and enamel paintings, books and manu=
‘ seripts
‘583 plastics, werre~cottas, medallions and plaques
ST artlelen o furaztuim of value 4o art history
283 texbiles {Gobelins, rugs, cmbroideries, Coptic materials)
*53825 hend-made art works {poreelains, bronzes, faizences,

’ majoliea, ceramics, Jewelry, coins, art objects
- ~ made with precious stones) -
1,286 Bast Asiatic art works {bonaes, plastics, porcelains,

‘ ‘ paintings, foldimg creens, weapons)
232 art works of antiquity {soulpturcs, bronzes, vases,
! ‘ “Jowelry, bowls, cut stones, torra-cottas),

2

1
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It should be noted that Document 1015gg~PS, a more detailed in-
ventory which apparently accompaﬁiéafthe re?grt, l;sts 10,890 painte-
ings and miniatures., This figure, when subgtituﬁed‘for the figures
5,281 paintings and 68L miniatureé; which were‘appareﬁtly erroneously
placed,in.the report, brings the total to 21,902, the same total which
is referred to several times in the body of the repcrt. The report

continues:

"These figures will be increased, since seigures in
the WEST are not vet completed, and it has not heen pos-
sible to make a scientific inventory of part of the seized
objecta because of the lack of experts.

"The extraordinary artistic and material value of the
seized art works cannot be expressed in figures. The paint-
ings, period furniture of the 17th and 18th certuries, the
Gobelins, the antiques, and renaissance jewe: -y of the
Rothschild!'s are objects of such a unique clu.acter that their
evaluation is impossible since no comparable values have so
far appeared on the art market.

"4 short report, moreover, can only hint at the artis-
tic worth of the collection., Among the seized paintings,
pastels and drawings there are several hundred works of the
first quality, masterpieces of European art, which could take
first place in any museum, Included therein are absolutely
authenticated signed works of REMBRANDT van RIJN, RUBENS,
Frans HALS, Vermeer van DELFT, VELASQUEZ, HURILLO, GOYA,
Sebastiano del PIOMBO, Palma VECCHIO, etce.

"Of first importance among the seized paintings are the
works of the famous French painters of the 18th century, with
masterpieces of BOUCHER, WATTEAU, ALGAUD, LARGIELLIERE,
KATTEIR, FRAGONARD, PATER, DENLOUX and deTROY,

"This collection can compare with those of the best
European museums. It included many works of the foremost
French masters, who up to now have been only inadequately
reprasented in the best German museums, Very important
also is the representation of masterpieces of the Dutch
painters of the 17th-and 18th centuries. First of all
should .be mentioned the works of van DYCK, Salomon and
Jacob RUISDAL, WOUVERMANN, TERBORCH, Jan WEENIX,.Gabriel
MET3SU, Adrian van OSTADE, David TENIERS, Pieter de HOOCH,
Willem van der VELDE, etc, :

"Of foremost importance also are the represented works
of English paintinge of the 18th and 19th centuries, with
masterpizces of Reynolds ROMIEY and GAINSBOROUGH: CRANACH
and AMBERGER, among the German masters, should be mentioned,

"The collection of French furniture of the 17th and 18th
centurics is perhaps even more highly to be evaluated. This
contains hundreds of the best preserved and, for the most part,
signed works of the best known cabinet-makers from the period

- 15 =
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between LOULS XIV to LOUIS XVI”” since Gorman cablnet-makers
played an imporfant part in this geldon age of French cabin-
etry, now rer'ogmzed for the fivev tiad in the field of art,
this collection ‘is of paramount imocitence

"The collﬂctlon of Gobeline and Persian tapestries cone
tains numerous wcrld famous objerts, The collection of handi-
eraft works and thc ROTHSCHILD collection of renaissance jewelry
is valuable beyond coupairisorn,

"Very’many'WDrks of art were seized by the staff from the
luggage of Jewish emigrants in Holland as well as in the occu-
pied territories of Prance and Belgium.

Work in the EASTRRN TERRITCRIES

"The astivity of the Special Staff for Pictorial Art was
limited in the occupied BASTEEN territories to a scientific

and photogranhic cecording of wutlic coliection and their

Safeguarding and care in cooperation wita the military and

civil serricas. -In the course of the cvacvation of the

territory ceversl imadred moest valuable Russzian Ikons, several

hundred Russizn maintings »f the 13th and 19ih ceniuries,

individual articies of furniture and furniture from castles

were saved in cooperation with the individual army groups,

and brought to a shclter in the Reich.

"A collection of degcnerate Bolshevist art, as well as

a collection of degenerate WESTEZEN art, was also made for

political study purposes. TIn addition, a rich collection

of material concerning Soviet architecture was made."

That Rosenberg!s aide found himself powerless to express the value
of the works seized and transported to the Reich is not difficult to
understand. The mere statement that 21,903 art works have been seized
does not furnish an adequate conception of their value, I refer again
to the statement in the document just quoted "that the extraordinary
artistic and material value of the seized art works cannot be expressed
in figures", and that there are "objects of such a unique character
that their evaluatlon is entlrely impossible, o

These 39 volumes of photographs can themselves but give a small
impression of the total plunder, for they are by no means a complete
catalogue, They present, at the most, pictures of but 2,500 of the
objects seized, and I ask that you imagine that this catalogue had been
completed and in place of the 39 volumes we have before us we had the
350 to 400 volumes which would be required to illustrate thé total
amount of the looted treasures,

- 16 -
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I offer into evidence now.gopy of a %etter from Rosenberg to

Hitler, dated 16 April 1943, bearing our No. 015-PS. The occasion for
‘ B m————
the writing of this letter was the birthday of the Fdhrer, to com-
memorate which Rosenberg présented some folders of photographs,
pictures seized by the Einsatzstab. In the closing paragraph of the
letter Rosenberg states:
"T beg of you, my Fuehrer, to give me a chance during

my next audience to report to you orally on the whole ex-

tent and scope of this art seizure action. I beg you to

accept a short written intermediate report of the progress

and extent of the art seizure action which will be used as

a basis for this later oral report, and also accept 3 coples

of the temporary picture catalogues which, too, only show

part of the collection you own., I shall deliver further

catalogues which are now being compiled, when they are
finished."

Rosenberg closes with this touching tribute to the esthetic tastes
of the Fithrer, tastes which were satisfied at the expense of a
continent:

"T shall takc the liberty during the requested

audience to give you, my Fdhrer, another 20 folders of

pictures, with the hope that this short occupation with

the beautiful things of art which are nearest to your

heart will scnd a ray of beauty and joy into your revered

life,"

I would like to select for your consideration a few of the works
mentioned in the report from which I read at length, and to throw on the
screen pictures of these works, projected directly from the catalogue
which is before us. As these pictures are projected on the screen I
ask that the members of the Tribunal cvaluate if they can the cultural
and monetary value 6f12i,903 similar objects of art, as well as the
irreparable impoverishment of the national culturés™of the various
occupied countries which would have resulted had Germany been
victorious,

The photographs of paintings which we are about to project on the

screen are taken from a single volume of the catalogue, and are merely

representative of many volumes of pictures of similar works. The other

- 17 -
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items, photos of which are to be progocted were plcked from various
\R- - '5)

volumes on special subaects, For examﬁlc, the Gobelin tapestry which
you arec about to see is merély one picture from an entire volume of
tapestry illustrations. Baeh plcture that you will see is representa~
tive of a number of volumes. of similar plcturcs, and each volumc from
wiich thesc single picturesiwere taken represcnts approximately a tenth
of the total number of volu@cs wﬁich would be necessary to illustrate
all the itens actually plunderc@ by the Einsatzstab.

(Hore project pictures)

The first picture is a Portrait of a Voman, painted by the Italian

palntcr P'ﬂ.m~ Vecchio.

The next picturc is a Portrait of a 'loman by the Spanish painter

Velasguez. _
This picture is a portrait of Lady Spencer, by the English §i£

Joshua Reynolds,

The next picture is a painting by thé French painter Watteau.

The next picture is a painting of the Three Graces in the Gerden
of Hespérides, by Rubens.

The next picture is a Portrait of an 01d Woman, by Rembrandt.

The last painting;is a picture of a Youﬁg Woman by the Dutch
painter van DyckK. ' I

The noxt picture is an example of 16th Century jowélry in gold and
enqnel decorated with pearls,

Thc next plcture is of a l7th Century Gobelin tapestry.

Thg next picture is of a2 Japanecsec palntxngafrom the catalogue vol-
ume on East Asiatic Art. |

The next picture is an oxample of Limoges China.

The next picture is of a silver-in-laid Louis XIV cabinet.

The last picture is of a silver altar piece of the 15th or 1bth
Century, of Spaﬁish origine. o

I call to your attention again that each of the picturcs you have
just seen is merely representative of a large number of similar items




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

e

o . . h ~—w.vww T T - - - f . — Ww;wmfm-.
I . Far
X
;3
2
J

- X
illustrated in the 39-volume ’oe{t‘,’aﬁ.ogue which is, in itself, only par-
tially complete. i ,

There is 1i£t1e wonder thatéihe Fithrer!s odoupation with these
beautiful things of art which wemée nearest to His heart should have
seﬁt a ray of beauty and joy inté his‘rgvefed life.

I doubt that any museum inf‘f;phe world, whether the Metropolitan
in New York, the British Musews in London, the Louvre in Paris, or the
Tretiskov Gallery in Moscow, cdi;&td present sﬁch a catalogue as thisg;
in fact should they pool their: éreasures the result would certainiy
fall far short of the art colllé"étion that Germény émassed for itself
at the expense of the other nations of Europe. Never in history has
a collection so gréat been amassed with so little scruple.

It is refreshing, however, to know that the victorious Allied Armieg
have recovered most of such treasures, principally hidden away in salt
mines, tunnels and secluded castles, and the proper governmental agéncie%
are now in the pfocess of restoring these priceless works of a.rt to -

"

their rightful owners, either public or privates

- 19 -




