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SUBJECT:

Heirleass Assets in Switzerland

In accordance with the referenced Instruction, -

a note to the Federal Political Department on the s*ub;;ect ¢. heirless assets,
Uransmitted herewith is an informal translation of the response of the Political

Department to this note.

place on August 28, 1952 relative to the issue at hand but base their position
upon the exchange of letters of May 25, 1946,

It will be seen that the Swiss dispute that an exchange of letters took

The Swiss also assert that this

he Embsssy on June 1, sent

latter exchange put them under no specific olligation to take specific measures,

It will also be seen that the Swiss in their note repeat what has been im—

parted erally to the Embassy and reported by it, i.e,, that the Swiss Government

They alseo refrain from giving any indication when these
studies will be completed and the probable outcome of their consideration of the
matter,

is studying the problem,

preductive,

ceeding,
at this time.
quiry of the Political Department,

|

approaches s possibly on a tri-partitie basis, in the future.

Ehcl\i‘snre as stated,
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The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. : f

For the.Ambassador:
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Warren P, Elumberg
First Secretary of Embassy

The Embassy doubts that any further formal exchange with the Swiss would be
It appears that nothing short of massive and persistent pressure
by the Three Allied Powers will hasten the glacial pace at which they are pro-—

The Embassy questions whether the amount of pressure needed is desirable
It is suggested that we continue periodically to make oral in—
It is believed that similar inquiries from
the British and French would be of assistance, laying a foundation for further
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Feé@ml Political Department

s.B.}2,13,
#3 No, 170

In its note of June 1, 1960 the Embassy of the United States of America
raised the question of heirless property in Switgerland,

No exchange of letters relating to the above~mentioned question took place
on August 28, 1952, dzte on which the agreement on German property in Switzer—
land was concluded at Bern Letween Switzerland s on the one hand, and the United
States, France and the United Kingdom, on the other hand. However, it is cor—
rect that on May 25, 1946 the Swiss delegation to the Washington negotiations
told the representatives of the governments of the three above—cited nations that
its government would sympathetically examine the question of how heirless prop—
erty in Switzerland might be allocated for assistance purposes. The Political
Department wishes to point out that by this statement the Swiss Confederation
assumed no obligation to take specific measures in this respect. Consequently,
the solution of this problem lies with the legislative sovereignty of the Swiss
Confederation enly. The competent Swiss authorities have undertaken preliminary
steps in agreement with the interested Swiss circles, with a view of possibly
setting up legal provisions for disposiing of property in Switzerland of foreign
nationals or people without nationality, persecuted for political » racial or
religious reasons, Any provisions of this kind would require important changes
in the Swiss law., They should > therefore, not be disproportionate to the im—
portance of the aim to attain. The preliminary investigations indicate that
most probably the heirless property in Switzerland reaches a figure mch lower
than the estimates which have sometimes ‘been made, especially since the end of
the last world war.

In view of the complexity of the problem it is difficult to forsee what
the result of the preliminary investigetions will be,

The Department avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy
the assurance of its high consideration,

Bern, July 6, 1960,
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