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SURJECT: Gold bullion, currency and o‘her property discovered by
Third Army near Merkers

T0 t Comnanding General '
« Luropean Theater of Operations '

e 1. Attazhod hereto, marked Inclosure 1, is a summary inventory‘of
currency and financial sesets found by the Third Army near Merkers and nos
stored in the vaulta of the Reichebank, Frankfurt-am-iain, This report is
a preliminary inventory made on the baeis of information lieted on Heichs-
bank tags attached tn sealed bage, boxe3a and other parcels, It is interest-
ing to note that from information evailable this iz estimated to be about
4/5 of the total gold held by the Feichsbank,

2. A comolete and &ccurate inventory of the gold btars, ooins and
curreancy in now under sy, Thic vill orobably take {rom three to six weeks
to complete, ¥e have found the Rel-hsbank sssay certificates of the gold
bars which w=ill be helpful in their identification. 1n wy opinion it would
be of great acsistancs if we had tv- espert veighers of gold bars and
axother expert sho could stucy the assay certificates and other records with
a view to identification, It ie proposed to send & roquest to AGWAR to ob-
tain these experts froa the US Treasury Department.

£. You will note thatl there are 1B secks which contain gold or silver
bars which we are informed belonged to the 88 Troops. In addition there
are 189 boxee, parcels, suitcases, nnd trunks which are also said to have )
Loen their orooerty. & hasty exsminstilan of the contents of some of these
boxes and parcels sho* them to enntrin snme items vhich might be used as
evidence in the trisls »f mome wer rcriminals, Several boxes and parcels
contasin gold and silver nis=ces (in some cases plated) of all categories,
‘such as hsnibags, bracelets, vin; e, carrings, spectacle rime, cigerette
cagses, vanity cases, as vell as tnblesare, candlesticks, and Passover cups,
Several bores and percels rontain currency, pold and silver coins of various
national origin. Sevcral boxes contain bags or bozxes of stones of varying
value obviourly taren from pieces of jewalry end in most cases the valuable
ones were nat senarated from those of less value., Several parcels contain
gnld dantal crowns, bridgcs =nd plates., One box i3 exceedingly interesting.
It is perhaps 2 feet by 14 inches bty 14 inches., On thc top of this is a
small box containing thousands of gold dentel crowns, bridges end plates,
Also thers ia a 3anll suitcare cont:ining thousands of silver crowvns, bridges
and plates, The lower nalf of the box contains sevaral hundred rough moulds
of 2014 about the zire of 2 cookle o B0-ldollar ciece if we had zuch, 1t is
loricsl to emasume that thece Fald ol -ces vere molted gold crowms, etc.
Annther nacknge vonteins a savin.s Lankt>0x on a bank of Austerdas aith
spectscles, alse teeth snl scveral sther wmlnor personal articles.

4. 1L is believed that thiz 855 oroperty contelns evidence which wight

CONF{ ﬂ:r‘iﬂﬁtion of var crininals, To dste we are unable %o
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deteraine the persons to shom these HaPcels belong. However, if we find
the records of the Reichsbank in Berlin, it may be possidle to identify
soxe persont Or orggmizations with the numbers on the parcels. In wiew

of the possibility "of using this material as evidenoe sgainst war criminals
1 secured this prorerty in a separats room in the vault. It is Delieves
that en exnsert crininal investigator should ba the first to sxasine sach
of these parohls »ith the view of Jetrrzining whether or not it contains
articles vhich aight be utilised as evidence, In conjunctisn with this
investigation it is prooosed to ask G-2 to send their most efficient
investigator ts ins~wct this zaterial to detormine its valus as evidences,
It night be desiralle to inform Judge Rozenman of this evidencs as 1t alght
suppoTt the US thesls of convicting the S8 Troops as a shole at a single
trial. This material and the story surrounding it would make excellent
matariul to prove to the peoples of the world the extent to which the S6
Troops carried nut thair fleniish crinmes.

IR}

- S. There werc 1214 vooden caees of paintings and miscsllansous objects,
898 unpacked sainlings, PO91 loxes ~f srints, draxings and engravings, and
150 rolls of oriental rugs wmnd tapestrics moved from the mine to the Reichs—
bank building in Frankfurt. This move was completed at 23%0 hours, 17 April.
The Jopumenta, Fline Arts and Archives Section of this Divigsion ars in-
vestipating, Lhis material to doterwine now and where it can best be stored.
For the present it is in a secure place, properly guarded by the guards
esteblished for the goléd bulllon spd currency. Temporarily it is protected
fror demage regulting from smisture and duct. It may be necessary to find
st a later date another warchoure or storage room for this matorial.

8, There are !0 carloads of leich patent office records, and we bave
been informed ihst this includes &ll their patent records up to sbout a year
AFo. Inastuch 2s these patent recorcs are of Jmzinse value to the {vdustrial-
iate of the world, e are roving the> %o Frankfurt and will store them in
the “eichedank building., MNo foul* ongec “here 4z knneledge that thege
records ara in our massesrisn, there 11l be £ demand from all gides that
they b wmede nvallable £or insncetien, :

7. There is attwechel herewith s Tnclorure 2 m draft letter to
Genersl Mer:zhall contalning informat.on om the gold bullion and currency
found in “eruere, '

FRANK J« MCcSHIRRY
Brigadiier General, GSC
Lepuly Asslstant Chief of Staff, G-5
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