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SY3JEST | Keport of developmente in removal of Treasure fros
Ksisoroda Mine at Kerkeare, Oersany.

70 t Brig, General ¥, J. ¥otherry

1. The uncoverins of huge sums of gold, foreign ourrensy,
loot and works of ert from the mine at Kerkers hae fooused attention
on the Cerman technious of eecreting wealth by hiding in mines a
vagt amcunt of valusble prorarty. 1The following s 8 report of the
militnry orerctions lenfing up to the discovery of this wealth and
the subee-uent arraniements for protectinp and tmnsporting of this
troperty., It also desle with the investigation of s numder cof other
mines in the =2redi which wie made for the purpose of seelng to vhat
eyterit the German rrogrem hzd basn nut into effest 1n the miRree,
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2. Cn Arrll 4th, 1945 at 1100 hours the 3b6th Infantry
Rerimeant of the POth Divieion took the town of Merkers in the
weplerunpebezirk of Eireenach,

: 3. United Neilonsle Pisplaced Terccne were interviewed by
£IC inserrcraticn rerscnnal of the ¥0th lvlision on 4 ans 8 April,
In the ceourse of these interviewsa several diepleced pereone gentioned
that trnere wng Uerman Relchebank ¢old hidden in the Xniserocda mine

in ¥erkers, In ull thepe inetanoee the dlepleced perront intervieved
~ucted rumore and none #tsted of his own knowledge that gold was
prerent in Lhe nine, Aocor<ingly, no further sction wes taken by
Cartsin “ims of the CIC,

4. U or adout 1100 houre Thursdsy, & April, Sgt. wsll, eof
thoe #1litary Intellifence Tear 404 G attached to the 358th Reripent,
wee in Hsd felzungen, which is approryimstely 6 rilea from Xerkeres,
He interviewed French Sicrlaced perrone wuo hnd worked in the rine
nn* who ete=led they ha? heerd rold wue stored in the rine, Crptsin
Alfred T. Lsnpler, KiJitnry Intelllgpence officer of the &0th Dlvielon,
urrived in Ecd valsungen nnd recelved a report of the informaticn
from Sft, =£1l, Cectrin lengler proceeded {oredistely to Q=2
Hesdduartere of the GCGth Livirion und mwde hile rapert, The (=2
repert of lne “Cth Infrntry Divielon ef 1800, 7 Acril, stnted
"Verkere mine HG7G0, reparted by ¢0th Livielon ¥ 1 T, oontsine
merke, +01%, silver, paintinge, Jevele, There are aprroximately
500 kilomrters of paerrked in greound®,

5. Cn the marning of Fridny, € April, the €0tk Division
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zutject t Hepert of developments in removel of Treasure fron
Kriserodr pine at Me r Ar.

Cownsnd Fort wne locnted at Keleelbach, approximately S km. fron
Kerkers. Kilitary Government orders prohibited elvilians fros oir-
gulatinz in the sren., A-proyimately 0845 that morning, two Hilitary
Police, ifc Clyde Harmon and I'fc Anthony Xline, ef the 12th Corpe
Frovost ¥arohsl Office, were puariing the road entering Keiselbach
froe Kerkers, They sav spproachling two women whom they proaptly
chullenged and stopped., Upon questionlng, these vomen stated thot
they were French Alerlaced vercons whose home wag in Thionville,
France. Cne of the women was pregnant and stated she was being
sccompanied by the cother to see a midvife in Keleolbach,- The women
were taken to Fvt, Mootr, nleo of the XII Corps Provost Marehal, who
questioned them sgnin and thereupon deoided to take the wozen back
to Merkers, '

8, uUpon sntering Merxers, Fvt, Mootz enw the Faloercda salt
pine. He arked the waren what it wer, They told him it was the
ealt mine to which the Oermans hué brought pold reserve and other
valunble property from derlin seversl vesks pefore, The women enid
the sol4 war stored in a mine 700 metere deep, that 1t had taken
72 houre te unlosd all of 1t, an? that locsl eivilians and disrlceed
peresons had been used to unload the rold, Pvs, Mootz reported the
conversstione to 16t. Sft. Pathewr restold the story to Col, whitoozb,
Chief ef &tsff, sané Lt, Col, iFfuseell, Killtary Government Officer,
o0th Divieion,

7. Lt., 0ol. Rursell proceeded immnedlately to the Kaigercia
mine, arriving there at approrzimately 1300 hours, Ke sunnoned the
dleplzced perrone in the area and intervieved them as to thelr
knowledge of fold etored in the mire, irhese peorle 81l confirmed
the story. Nert Lt, Col, Fussell confronted the mine of ficlals 2nd
they atnted they knew gold wne etored in the mine and stated tnat
other minLce in the area were used for etering vilusblee, They ssld
that oert in worke of art vere nlpo ctered in the Xaiserodn mine &nd
that Ur. P, C., Rave, curzter and aeslietant director of the National
Gallerice in Perlin, wae preecent to oire for the paintings, Ly, Col.
Eugeell s1ls0 found a Lerpeant walter Farager of the British Arzy whe
ha? been & tiermzan prisoner gince June 26, 1640, &gt, Farager had
teen enrloyved ut the Xerktere minde «f an electrinal &and machinliets
gcelstant for the past year nnd had sseleted in storing the golé,

B, st the resuert of Lt, Col, Russell, the 712%h Tank Bn,,

Lt. Col. John felrovseky, Commanilng, waeg oréered to proceeld to
Vorkere Lo puerd the entruncer to the eine, 60th Divieion Nillitsry
Folioce were rlso dirrztched o puard the nine, The battnlion posted
pusrde ¢t or nnout 1000 hours. Lt. Col. huerell inctructed the mine
officinle th«t thay were under technlenl arreet to be confined: to
their homer, he then srrunged for yower anl cleotrioity to be
sterted in the rmine 0o the rhafte could be ontered the next morning.
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9. At this time 1t became known there wers five entrances to
the Kaiserods mines and one tank battalion would not be sufficlent
to guard thess antrances in a44ition to the one already disoovered,
Acoordingly, Lt, Col. Rusaell reczuested roinforoements, At 214d
houre, 6 April 1648, the Comznnd Popt of the 357th Infantry Reginment,
conmanded by Lt, Cel, John B. Mason in Leimdach, received orders to
procesd to Merrers and relieve the BOth Division Kilitary Poliee and
reinforce the 712th Tank Bn, - :

<

10, ©On the morning of April 7, 19485, the Division Comasander,
Oenera)l irnest, ordered a reinforoed rifle company fros the let Ba,
of the 357th Infantry to guard the entrsnce to the mine at Neriers,
This coapany was reinforced with taunke, tank destroyers and jeepe
mounted «ith 850 orlibre mnchine guns used for AA defense, HReinrforoed
rifle compsnies were £lso ordersd to guard entrances at Kaleerols and
Dietlas, At or stout 1170 hours another entrance %o the mine wos
found at tstingsfeld by the lst Bn., The 2né 8n, had been in this
aren but hsd moved out on Division orders, Acocordingly, the Anti-
tenk-Company of the Hegiment wae diepatche? te guard this entranse,
The 1st in,, Lt, Col, -i1lliam k, Lel'uy commanding, was given the jod
of guariing mine sntranecee at Merkere snd Dietlas with elements of
the 712th Tenk Bn, The 3r8 ®n, Mujor Merritt K, Varden Commaniling,
vit given the Jjob of gunriing entrances at Kalseroda,

11. lYew sntrancer to this mine nrnd to other mines were found
by memberr of the Iib7th Int<liligence uni Ketwennelesance *latoon,
Counter-Intelliperce rerconrel and the CIC, At Leimbréh, Runeduch
end fprircen pusrds were placed st thece entrancee imzediatoly. At
1750 houre orderg vere recelved for the 207th Infaniry Regiwment to
rove out, the 1st #n, wne to pase to Divielon contrel to sontinue
gueriing tie mine andA rd Bn, guarde were to be relieved by elecents
of the 1st 2n, 5hin corder woe withdrewn st 1200 hours, 8 April 1949,
by Grneril wAdy, X1I Corps Soxssnder, who isgued the order *Hol1d sny
movement, rerirent s to be uced %o guard st nine area in Herkers®,
3¢ the time of the sithiraving order, 3r3 3n, puarée had slready
been relicvad by elements of the let ¥n, snd the Ird Bn, had startled
to meve., Trhe battalion returned «nd took up ite previous poeiticons,

12, »t or about 1000 houre, Saturday, 7 April 1948, Lt, Col,
Tiuscell, scoomnunied by the mine officisle, Dr, Reve, Col. Joseph
Tully, ~cet, T3v. Zamdr,, NunJ, Joseph Frick, J.A.G., Infantry
Sivielen, #nd Ypt, Forsper, ac well as Cignsd Corpe photegraphers
enlered the mine., CuteliZe the Joor of the vault they found 880
bags of helehemrrke vhioh hed been teken oubt feor transpertstion to
Rerlin Lut the pisn wae interrupted due to the unaexpeoted mrrival
ef U.%., troonr, Later interrogutlion revenlad that this ourrency was
needed 1o meetl a heichemurk currency chortage in Berlin vhich 'vas
crused by Lhe Leonding of u Relchebsnk vrinting preess in lerlin on
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2 Februsry. There were iniications that there were one million marks
in sasch bap, Captaln MoKamarra neked the mine officials AL the stacks
vers the entire rtock of Relcheparks and they ehrugged thelr shoulders,
cgt, Farcger atoted there woe 140 ba}; in & Gifferent passage in the
sice and chowe4 them the location, atternpt wae then made to open
the steel vault but the docr was losked, The party then exxnined

the works of art found in the Aifferent passages of the mins,

13, Tust afterncon Lt, Col, Russell and Captalin NoNamarrs.
qftervieved Fritz Velck, an officiel of the Relchsbank, who ¢eame tO
Merkere for the purpose of rennving the eurrency t$o Perlin. He
stated he believed the Kerkers mine contained all the gold of the
Relohtbank sn? it was all in one room, Arrangements wers sade to
open the vault the next 4cy, At 160C hours Lt, Col. Russell reported
to XII Ccrys the info-nation lesrned, ‘

14, At 0BOO Sunday,@a;rn. 1645, a party coneleting of General
trnest, ©Cth Infantry Divis{on Comeander, Lt. Col. Ruseell, Captaln
MoSamarrs, rnhotegrschers nni reportis, ant elomente of the XII Corpe
‘ngineers entered the mine, AR attezpt wes made to galn entrance '
to the v-ult by digsing but 1t ware unsucoeerful, Aceordingly, st
1000 the ingineore were instructsc te plsce an erplosive gcharge ani
entrunce wep thereupon g2ined, In tvo oorriders vclices were
eysminel shich contiined zold ond ellver artlicles, All of the.bage
end oontsiners vere marked and the gold bage were sealed, 1In orier
to exemine the contents roxe of the gezle were breken, There were
tvo gold bers in esch of the bege orensd and from feelingz the other
Lape 1t wae eetimated thol 211 rols bags coninined one or tvo dars
puok, 4t 110C Generel nddy, XII Corpe Commender, Col. Leibder, Lenuly
Chisf of Stuff, AXIT Sorpe, ant Col, Billings, 0-5 Cffioar of the XI1I
Corps, nrrived to make an incpectlion cf the mine, .,

15, GCol, Licter war contactled In ihe mirne by Col. Karon, Ousrd
sonee were arrivred in addition to thoee sreviourly yprovided and
cpourity rotrcls vere nlaced on reads leating frox Bad falgingen
to ¥scha, Ferot patrele wers nleced slony & rullroad in the vicinity
of tre mine. 7he I&7th florinental TP wss moved froz lLeirdbach to
berkere,

16, n the come morning, € April 194L, Col, Bernard Berrneteln,
G3C, Deruty Chlef of Tinoncle firsneh CH~ATF, eaw 1n the Terls
edttion of the Yew York Herald Tribune the etlery about the gold
&nd other trecsure thnt had teen found in_tlre pnlt mine in Kervers,
Cermuny, lie im-elintely o.1led it, Col, Tuprer Zerrett, Chief,
Finarolal oraneh, 5=05, 17th Army Croup, to ree it he hed any ine
formation on he subject, Ye wna sdvised that Lt, Col, Burrett
wae forvars ol 4 srry »nd vould be televhoned irnmedintely about

the mntter,
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8ubject : Report of developments in removal of Treasure from
rods_mine at kerg, G A

17, Col. Bernstein conveyed the information to Brigadier General
MoSherry, Deputy Chief of Btaff, G-5, SHAEF, who thereupon stated that
Col. Bernstein should go forward immediately to look into the matter,
Col, Bernstein telephoned Lt. Col, Barrett at Srd Army and discuseed
the whole situation with him and told him 4t wae desired that Col.
Bernstein go forward immediately and for Lt, Col. Barrett.to make
the necessary arrangemente, - Lt, Col, Barrett stated that MNajor
Perera, G-5 3rd Army (who had been advised as soon as the report
of ‘the discovery wae available) had gone to the mine early that day
prior to Col. Barrett's arrival at 3rd Army, LT

18. At 1630 Col, Bernstein was advised by Col, Barrett by
telephone that Col. Dalferes, G=5 3rd Army, agreed that he should
go forward to Lucky Rear, At the Bame time he was given by Col,
Barrett a preliminary report of contents of the mine, based on
telephone information received from Major Perera that afternoon
and also informed that complete guards had been placed and the pre-
liminary inventory was being made by XII Corpe Finance Officer, By
the time transportation could be arrsnged it was 1800 and the pilot
stated 1t was too late to go to Frankfurt, but he wuld take him to
Rheims, He flew to Rheims and eaw Brigadier General McSherry, Peputy
Chief of Staff, G-5, BHAEF, General McSherry said the Supreme ™ -
Commander had discuesed the matter with General Cyawford, Assistant
.Chief of Btaff, G-4, SHAEF, and General Eigenhower wanted Col.
Bernstein to go to the mine immediately and check the contente
and arrange for the treasure to be taken away from the mine, General
McSh;rrg and Col, Bernstein discueced the details and problems
involved, ’

W A et -

19, The following morning General McSherry and Col, Bernstein
dlecussed the matter further with General Lucius Clay and General
Crawford, General Crawford etated that General Eigenhower wanted
Col, Bernetein to go with Lt,Col, Morrie, of G-4, SEAEF, to the mine
end withéraw the contents, Plane for moving and the places vwhere it
could be moved were diecuceed, General Crawford suggeested Fort
Ehrembreltstein, which i1e acroese the river from Coblenz, At this time
it wae 8leo agreed that Col, Bernstein wee to have some discretion
&g to where the gold would be placed, with Col. Bernetein keeping
Generals Crawford amd McSherry adviesed, General Crawford eald
Col. Bernetein wae to go directly to 3rd Army, get in touch with
General Gay, Chief of Staff, and receive instructions from him,

20, Col, Eernetein and Lt, Col. Morrie flew to Frankfurt in
General Crawford'e plane on Monday, 9 April 1245, and arrived at
G-5 34 Army Juet before noon and had a diecuseion with Col, Dalferes,
G~-5 33 Army. Col. Bernetein and Lt.Col, Morrie went to see General
Gey and Col. Harkine, Deputy Chief of Staff, and during the die-
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oussion Oeneral Patton Jolned the party., MNany matters were éis-
ourssd, insluding the resrons why the treasure should de moved,
Ocneral Jatton agreed to the moving of the tressure and urged that
it be “one sg soonh as porsidble becsuse he aidn't want to tie wp
& fighting regiment and tenk uwnit any longer than necessary,
Innediately after lunch the conference was resumed in the orfiee
of Genersl Gay and the Chief of 8tuff 4iotated a letter to the
Commanding General, XI1 Corps, (copy of which is attached) stating
that Cpol, Bernstein wae deeignntod by General Eisenhowsr to take
over the yold, silver and vulunbles storsd in the aine and direoting
:ie %11 Corpes to assume the responsibility of guarding the aine snd
8 contente, ‘

21, 7Tcereafter, Col, Zernetein, acoompanied by Lt, Col, Morris,
it, Col, Sorrett, M:jor Ferera and Lt, Feary, made a prelielnary
insrection of the Relchsbank building in Frankfurt to determine
the sultchility cf sterins the treusure, whieh Col, Barrett hed
clreaiy vieited eurlier in the day, They then vent to Fort '
threndrsitstein to insrect the availabllity nf that plece for the
hol4iny ©f thn pcld end other trergure, Inspecticn of the fort
ehowed thst tiers wue 8 vaet amount ef srchives 2nd treasure etered
there, 7The archives on4 treseure hid been placed there beginning
in 1547 andA were sccumulating censiderable 4irt vhilch msust bave
been inevitahly deteriorating, The storape srades vére not well
puaried #ns were eneily socereible, There war & guard of 12 men
unfer a lieutrnunt in chrrye nof the wihole fert,

2. After the inepeectlon of Ft, Threnbreitetein wae ocncluded,
Col. Berrirteln wer of the arinion thut the plece wae not ruitadble
e o de~celtory for the rnld snd valuuhle art treceures which vere
to ke Lrouzht from the mine in Mertere. In this connectlon, it rheould
Le noted ti:2t the tresnsures =t Fert Lhranbreitetein 444 not appsrently
inclule the groent mneterpleces,

2:, it OBZO heurs Suesivy, 10 April 1645, Col, Bernsteln
and puriy inspected the Telehsbrnk bulldineg, it wag deolded that
the Luilsiing was fully sdecuate for the storapge purpocsed and for
appronrisia office arsoe, Arrancements were nife irnediately for
retutsitisnine the bullding und removing from the bullding »11 of
the occupnnte «nA thnir rocearsions, Col, Pernetein phoned General
Kefinerry =“n?l mude 5 rorert covering tne following pointss

a, “enrra) Gnj'le latiar,

b, ihe slsquicy of tha Relchebank in Frankfurt,

c, “ie insAaguaey of Fort Threnbreltetoln,

&, Tne need for cert:in erecialized verconnel, the nares

of whieh were furnirhed General KeTherry.
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e. Drief gtatement of the contents of the Merkers mine
and need for having both Property Contrel and Ogrrensy
Sogtlon personnel of G- Finanoixl Sranch handle the

00, .

f. The tentative plan toc move the treasurs begianing
Friday or Zaturday, 13 or 14 April 1948,

g. That there wvas to bes no pudlieity except the taking
of officisl plotures, - -

h, Col. Bernstein would leave for the Nerkers mine
imnediately,

24, General Motherry apnroved of the entire plan, inoluding the
use of the bank at Frankfurt for storing rather than the fort, All
aprropriste contacte wera mnde with G=d and G=0, 33 Arey, with G=d
ehir%F 4n Frenkfurt and othar parties to put in motlon & plan for the
requisitioning ef the bulliing, getting trangeportation for the move,
.tc. *

26, Sol, Berncteln and Lt, Col. Barrett drove to the Xerkers
mine, lesving Lt, Col, Forrie behind with Lt, Feary to arrange tre
final d¢talle for the cloring of the dullding and oontaoting the
tnpineers to rut the dbullding in shaps, Later that afternoon Lt.
Col. Korrle left for X11 Corps. a

%6, ©Conl, Bernstein #nd Lt, Col, Barrett reported to the CP of
the 387th Infsntry Reriment at Herkere, met Lt, Col., John H, Mason,
Comnunder, &né were tzken o the mine snd shown the vault with the
gold und menoy., Later in the nfternoon and evening Dr. Vieok and Relmer
of the Reichrbsnk, whe had certsin infermstlon concerhing the gold,
ourrency =nd other vsluubles, vere examined extensively,

27, Cn the morning of 11 A:ril, Cnl, Earnctein arrapged with
Lt, Col, Hason for eetting up & Comrnnd Foet for the Hq ETC with
office egprce nnd facilitles for billeting &nd meeeing the staff of
officere snd enlieted mon being brought forwsrd. '

26, An inspection war made cf the art treseures in the Kerkers
mine, or, i ne huve, sesletant Alrector of the 2erlin Huseuz, va8
preeent to furnish inferastien, Col, Bernetein srranged for the move=
zent of & runber of cesar xhioh were found te be in s developing pocl
of wutnr near one of the shafls,

29, ~fter lunch an insnection wis mocle of the elrie in Yenrengraben
suring the crcurse of shich the power fsi1led snd the party had to re-
mein in the mine for five hours untll the power vis restored at 1820,

An effert smo mide te lnerect the mine i{n Renabach but & fallure of
power prevented xocerce to the rine,
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‘., 30, After dinner Dr, Shawe, librarian of the eclleotior of
books in the Ransbach nine was interviewed,

31. Col, Bernstein also arranged that evening for the division
of sersonnel betwoen Frankfurt and Merkers. During the day Lt,
Stout, USKR, Nonuments anid Fine Arts Officer, Go%, 12th Aray Oroup,
reported for duty and st night the arrival of the men at Fraakfurt
:nsuregortod and Col. Bernstein directed the folloving to report

© Nsrkers: -

a, Lt, Col, Cwer Claiborne, OFA G=5, BHALF Kission %o
France and Chief, Currenoy Seotion for Franse,

b, Llt. Col, Wm, Moore, 00, ECA Currency Sestion for
Germany (12th Arsy Oroup Det). -

. Lt. Comar, Jeel E. Fisher, Chief Freexing, Voreign
Exchanpe and Property Control Section, Finanoial
Branch, G=8 CHARF,

&, Lt. ¥m, A. Dunn, Financial Brench, US Oroup €.C.

e. Lt, BenJjanmin thilling, ECA Currency &eotlon for
Germany, (1Zth Army Group Det),

f. ¥r, A, £t. Germain, Civilian, Offscer of Guarsaty
Truet Co. New York, Parls Office, an expert gold
trader,

g. 4 enlisted men, ECA Currency Seotion for Germany,
(12th Army Croup Det),.

*he folloving were to remein behind in Frankfurt:

a. Lt. Col. . 8, Cragon, Currendy £ection for Belgium
and Luresbouryg,

b, Capt. John lLeve, Froperty Contrel Cfflger attuohed to
=& Finsncisl Branch, SHA:T,

e. Lt. Kelso, 5oA Currency Section for Oermany, (12th
Arsy Group Let)/ :

a, Lt, J. ¢, Fasry, Finsnoe Branch, C=%, 12th Army Group,.

e. © enligted men, ECA Currency Seotion for Germany,
(12th Arey OGroup Det), ‘

¢ e -
Maj, J. Felrfex-Cholnely, Eritish Aray, Rq. Brench, Currenoy
Seotion for Cermany :UA'F, wos aleo directed to report to Merkers,

32, In antieipstion of dlstinguished visitors on Thursday
morning, arrsngsmente were mnde to ree that the mine and shaft
functioned proparly, that Serman civilians dexling with the oontente
of the mine were nvallndble and a meaorsndur showing the varloue minee
and a very short stxtement of the contents was prepared, At 1000
there wae & virit to the mine of Oenerals Fisenhcwer, Bradley, Patton,
EAdy and other militnry perconnel, They were shcwn both the art
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treasurss snd the gold and currency. Col, Bernstein furnished in-
formation relating to the treasures, how they eame there, estimates
at to value, eto,, and slso & plan for the movesent of the treasurs,
Tue plans wers orally approved by these General Officers. At the same
time Lt, Col, Morris was at Luoky Forward completing arrsngesents for
the transportation end gusrd, and arrancements were being aade at

the mine for putting it in the best shape possidble for the move.

33, At 1330 hours, Com?r, Fisher, Lt.Col. Claiborne, Nr, St.

Sermain and Lt. Col. Moore with hie staff of Maj, Fairfax-Cholssely,
Capt, ¥alitsonek, Lt, Shilling eanA Lt, Dunn and four enlisted men
arrived st the mine. Col., Bernstein Smsediately outlined the project
and aseigned regoonaibllities, Lt, Col., Koore was assigned to make
arrungzements for the transfer of she currency and gold with teshniscal
advies from Lt. Col. Clalborne, Hr, St Germain, with the assistanoce
of Lt, Cel, Barrett, immedistely inspeoted the mine and made an

. estimate of the situstion and after oonsulting with Lt. Col. Mason,
of the 357th infantry Reriment, outlined a plan for operations.

34, Comeander Figher wos arsigined to gather inventery of the
other minss in the area and to analyze all the testimony developed
in the interropations with a view toward findiny further gold and
forelgn ourrency depoeites ani aleo gathering finaneial and property
oontrol intelligence mnterial, At the Airection of Col, Bernsteln,
Lt, Herbert 6. Dulole, Finsnclal Branch, Ged EHATF, wae brought
forsard to the mine areas to aseist Comdr, Fisher in this vork,

285, Thot aftornoon there waes further examinstion of witnesees
inoluding ten officinls end ecrloyeses of the ¥interehrl A G xines
she were reculred to furnieh & 11st of the mines owned by w¥intershal
A G anéd the contente thereof, Curing the interrogation it wee found
that the lielehewirtschsfterinietorium hadl 1spusd @ decree stating
thot cartsin minee and tunnele were to te made avallobls for the
etorage of filee, treacsuree snd poode of All xinds and decceriptlons
e ¥2ll ae for factorles protucing war materlal,

3¢. During the course of the next few dzays, Col. Bernstein
irterrcested variour mine officisls, Relchebank officiels, Curetors
of art and officiele of the Xenschel Trust, 8ll of vhoz were present
in the area, Fersons intervieved included Otto Reimer, Chlef Cashler
of Felohenmark Derartoent of Berlin Branch of the Felchstbank, Albert
Thome, Kaeneger of the Frecious Metsl Tepartrent snd Frite Vieck of this
bank, Ernet yuntmsnn, 'rlter Fonlcke, Dr, Woldemar ¥eyer, Hane
fighter, Cenrge Yetars, Ur, Heil, Maximilian Fath¥e, Kerr Kurzel,
Eerr enper, Jchannees 3oerner, YNerr fudelnh, Ceorge Peters, volter
Kiegterh, nnd Dr. fchowe, €n the burla of these intervievs in-
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forzation in conneotion with Reichsbank motivities as well as
speoific informatien on the procedures ueed by the Germans $0
arrange for storsge of property in the mines, together with the
nises of the mines, wae developed, Lt, Comdr, Joel Fisher .
participated in several of the interrogations. Seven of these
perescns Bave been brought to Frankfurt for further questioning
aa voluntary Anformants.

11. PRAR"PORTATICN AND STORAJE OF o

37, The moveaent of the gold, dier, preeses, forsign ourrensy,
loot and 2% truek-loads of vorks of art wae effeoted in 20 bhours
beginning 0S00 hours Saturduy 14 April and ending O700 hours Sunday
15 April. In thie connection it is to dDe notod that the same '
operation took the Germane over four days to effect. The plans
for the onerztion un? thelr execution were under the 4irect super-
vigion of Col., Bernstein ¥ith Lt, Col. Moore, mzsisted by Lt, Cols.
Nason end kKorrie, in shaurge of operations, Frequently during the
course of the loaling operstions, 1t wex found thet the operitions
could be expedited by miner changes, All of the erficers involved
in this operation worked gtesdily éuring the 20 hour period oonetsntly
exnediting and supervieing., Thirty 10-ton trucks wvere used with
twvo 10=ton trucks reservee,

38, In order to facllitote the igz7ing operation a fleet of
jeeps and trallere war lowrred to the "Treaeure Yoult® mine level,
Tvo Jecre nt a time were uped to witrdraw the gold from the two
entriroes to the wveult (tre entrance which hxzd been bBlown into the
vault andi ihe vault door). Chaft No., 2 vhioh was large enough to
earry & Jeep traller war found in nen-working cenéition vhen the
perty arrived but wee quickly repsired by & cmen from 8 nearby
enginear repiment vhich wng brought to the pine for that purpose,
Loaded gold «nA bullion and coine were 1lifted in shaft Ko, 2 by
zesns of detsching trailers froc the Jeeps, Fhaft Ko, 1 wae used
for losdiiny currancy bsge snd miscellaneoue objects, Here the
msteriel wee unlosuded from Jjeep trailere into mine oarte and sent
up the elevator, At the top of the chaft the carts wers pushed to
tne en4 of the platform sand loaded onto the trucks,

30, At the outeet it wre necessary tc mnke a preliminary inven-
tory. ihe day before sny movement vae nade four texsms wers organ-
12ed to make nn invertory of the contente of the o0ave with the
information fhnwn on the tage, 7The teams wvere dexignatesd A, E, C,
nnA D, 7he twp teime working on feld bulllon snd colins concsleted
of one offiaer «nid two rnliirted men, The other two teums conrleted
of one officer and cone enlirsted man, Fach tean sturted numbering

(--r.‘.:. B .
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the ftems they inventoried wvith no. 1, putting the tean letter Defore
the number, and continued coneecutively until they finished thelr
part of the inventery.

40, The folloving cystem of oheoking the treasure was deviged,
¥hen the actual movement bepan ‘one officer and ene onlisted man ws
stationed st the ine¢ide of the door of the vault, The offiesr sheoked
&n4 oalled out the nurbers as the trsasure was taken out of the édoor
and loaded on the truiler by the men of the 387th Infantry Regliment,
The enlisted men at the door then wrote down thirs Runbsr on a sheet,
This theet war ured as a tallyeout or shipping tickat for each Jeep load,

41, The reriment furniched officers to sooospany each traller
load from the vault 4oor to the trudok to the tep of the shaft, 7This
offioer signed the trlly=out sheet nnd the enlisted man at the vault
door pade a reglester of these tally-out sheets, The escorting
officer onrried the tnlly-out sheet with him and passed it to the
Currency teotion officer whe wae stetioned to supervise the lealing
of the trucks at the top of each shaft, An enlisted man from the
Currency “ection for Germany called the numbers off the itess as
they were put into the truck and the officer checked them off the
tally-out eheetl in order to verify that each item which left the
cave war losded on the truck, The truck loadling offioer then put
on the tzlly-out sheet the truck and trsiler number, the name of the
driver and assletant driver snd the speciul guard together with
thelr serial nurbers., The loading officer then initialled the tally-
out eheet anld i1t wae returned to the cave by the escorting officer,
The enlisted man at the cave entrance upen recelpt of the tnlly-out
geheet checked 1t with the refpicster to verify thot all tally-out
sheets were returned snd that all numbers were in orfer and all
arresred le be correct.

42, The convoy Aeparted promptly at C800 funday, 18 Arril,
12 wss operatel by elexents ef let Bn, 474th Infantry Feylment,
ruprorted by elemente of the 785th kilitary Folice Bn., €o. B,
&02rd Military Police Bn,, cne anti-siroraft glatoon rlus taotiecal
sir force elements, conrirting of cub and fighter planes detsiled
by the Aseletnnt Chief of Ttaff, C-3, 2rd U.T, Arey, ‘

43, The convoy moved without incident and arrived at Frankfurt
approximstely 1400 houre,

42, ©nl, Zarnetein agoorpenied the convoy in the arscred truck
vhile Lt, Z“nle, ¥core #n& Clallorne &n? ¥r, %t, Gerrain proceeded
irmedirtely to Fruonkfurt vhers they vers joined by Lt, Cel, Cragen,
finpt, Love, Lt, Xeleo nnA Lt, Tenry ent enlisted men, when the
convoy arrived at the Relchebank st Frankfurt a sinilar system of
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ohecking snd unloading as well as stacking was instituted, Thls
systex had been devised under the general direotion of Col. Bernstein
in oonsultation with Lt, Col, Moore, Cragon, Claiderne and Barrett,
Unloading etarted at 1500 hours Sundsy 15 A;ril and ended 20 hours
later st 1100 houre 16 April,

45, The preliminury estimats of the amount of gold bars,
go0l4 coln, Reichsmarks snd foreign ocurrency stored 4in the Reiohedank
at Frankfurt 1s annezed as AppendAix '1', A prelininary investigation
of some of the valises stroed in the vault, which are sald to be loot
taken by the 53, insludes three large cases of gold and silver teeth
fillinge, valise after volice of silver tablevare, watch cases, €¢yo-
glasr spectnoles, pold wediing rings, in afditicn to pearls, esrtaln
presious stones, ete, Inventories found in seversl of the'valises
indicate that many of these obJeots came from Foland and Rolland,
The mlises were nlso found $o ecntsin varing sanunts of forslgn
eurrenoy, including rubles, 201tys, Franch and Belgian francs and
Itrlian money,

111, ASHIVA TRARSPCATATICN AKX STORAQS OF OBJECSTS OF ART.,
46, The bulk of the objects of art in qQueestion vers dlscovered

&t the Kaiseroda mine at Yerkers, The remainder of the art objeots,
comprising 4% caeec in all, were removed froa the Ransbash mine,

47, TFTrem the voery outeetl it wae reslized that the art objects
in the Kaisrrodu nine ware of grezt valus, 7ThLis was 4due to the
fact thut a Dr. Rave, from the Tenartrent of Rational Galleries in
Eerlin, wef foun? at ihe mine, An interrogation let to the bellef
thnt Lt wee ercentisl to arrange for the rencval and protection of
to0lé obJecte e goon ns poreidble, This Lellef wvae ocnfirzed upon
the arrivel eof Lt, Stout (USKR) Monuments and Fine Arts Officer of
C=5 12th Arcy Group, Ue rade a spot-check of the toxes and cases end
talked w4th Dr, Rave and irmnedlately cm.me to the conclusion that they
cornstituted prest weelith, '

48, ~coeoriingly, €Getnlled plane were promptly put into effeot
for the renoval of the art treasures &t the Kalseroda mine and the
4% ceascr ot the “anebach nmine, Traneportation to toke these art
treneuree 1o ir.nkfurt for storing &t the Reichsbank wae arranged
by 1t, Cel, Ferris, of C-4 UHLEY,

49, In prepsratien for the move use wae made of per-connel from
the 2&7th Infantry, Certein rlctures, vrinte, eto,, were reccoved
from the mine on “unday, 1% Axril 1645, Zrior to errivsl of the
trucks thay were etored in an adjwcent bullding and upon the arrivel
of the trucks, on 17 Arril 1G4f, 31t wag thereupon possidle to load esveral
trucks &t one time wlthout A2lay. Ayprozimately 40 hours were taken

-~ | R - .
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to bring all of the art objects out of the mine ant lcad them en
the Trucks, During the final 42y of loading approximately 100
prieoners of war were placel at the disposal of the offiocers supere
viging the move,

80 Zach box, pioturs, ease, eto,, that was loadsd upon the
truoks was lirted upon a Shipping Ticket, A oogarttc Bhipping Tieket
vas propared for each truok and was signed by the officer vho super-
vissd -the looding of the truck., The form (mimsogrsphed at direction
of Lt. dunn (nov Captain Dunn), provided suoh information as

- Neme of truck Ariver and serial number,
Kames of gusrde and serial nunbers,
Iruck numbder.
Eey letter and number shown on sach case, box, etc,
Kunber of cases, '
Description. g .

51, Twentyesix ten-ton truck locde of art objeocts were repoved
from the Yalseroda Kine at Merxers ana the Ransbaoch Kins., Three
truck loads aocomranied the onnvoy which brought the gold, eurrency,
etc., to Frunkfurt and the rémaining 23 truck losls moved &t &
speclel eonvoy on 17 April 1848, lenving Merkers at upgroxin&toly
0200 houre and arriving et the Reichsdank bullding in Frankfurt at
aprroxinetely 1600 houre the eame d4ajy,

82, Unlosdinp the art obleote und etoring them 4n rooms &t
the Felchebsnk dn Frankburt recuvired appreyimately elght hours tirme,
“he vork wac uccomrlichet by prironere of war vho were cuperviged
by efficere unfl o0ivilian rersonnel of “HALF &nd Finance Divielon,
Us Group CZ, Z2e ench truck war unlonde? at Fran¥furt ite contents
were ochiecked off apainet the Chipring Ticket prepared et Yalenroda
¥ine for that truck and the efficer vhe sunerviced the unlcaiing
cdzrod the ticket,

€3. In rlsoing the srt objects in the rcoms of the Reichsdbank,
boxes, cuzo0g, ete,, of sach department of the Nutlonal Gallerieg were
6epErutcly rtacked af fer er facilities peraitted, Palntinge are
rrotscied by packing msteriezl which was secured at Ferkers.

b4, Tecknicsl msttere, euch As racking and etoring paintings,
printe, ete,, vae surerviced both et kelsercde ¥ine and &n Frunkfurt
by Ll. fyout. Crg:niration of war-ecnnel, leosling ond unloeding weoe
done under the purervielon of Cajtain ¥, A, Tunn, Finrnce Divielon,
He Groun C C,

DEe 4t 1g Lo ba earhaeired that the task in cuestion was
chiefly conoerne? vith traneferring objects of great weslth to a
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place of ecfekeeping., Under present operstional oonditions 1t would
be axtremely 4ifficult to place evern an approximate svaluatier upon
these art treasures, The work of evaluation must of mecessity be
2036 Dy experts and vwill reguire refersnos to satilogues and .
intividual examination, -For this reasoR oRlYy a very fev doxes

vers opened and this war done chiefly to eonfira the infermation
given by Dr, Rave. It 49 to be stressed that a consideradle g::txen
©f these art treasures may have been leooted By the Gersans, ’
deteraination of whether a case or an individusl object of axt was
1o0ted will necessarily take time, MNeanwhile the art is belinmg held
in oustody by the Comemanding Ceneral, Eurcpean Theater of Operations
and a further study will de mode to dQetarmine the best way to make & pre-
1isinary inventory of this property. ' ‘ :

88, A very tentative ani incemplete 1nvontorg of the sases
packages snd other contsiners coamprising the art objeots renoved
is attahced ae Appendix 20, "

IV, RBRCOVSRTY STCRFD IN CTR-B MIKIS,

87, 7ho reconnsissanoe through the other minss 3n the Herksrs
areca reve:led buge quantities of property stored by the Gersans in -
the arez, It was found that these stores included Luftwaffe saterial,
snrunition, oontents of lLibraries, art colleotions, files and resords
of such companies as the Henshel eoxpany of Berlin and Xrupp wvorks.

A cory of a report of the property &n ike other sines 1s included

ae Arpendlx '2', It woe Aecided to take to Frarkfurt the forty

boree belonging to the Xrupp worke and Frupp family, ag wvell ae two
large boxes and geversl filee of the ilenzhel Trust, Those files

and boxec apresar to be excellent sourcees of information on certain
German projgrimg for eecreting of foreign exchange nasete adbroed, 7They
wvill be thoroughly analyzed &in Frernkfurt and a full report of thel?
contente will be furnisnel when the anslyels Ls ceapleto. _

88, It ie to be noted that approximntely thirty rallwsy care
oontaining books &nt recorlds of the Relch patunt office in Berlin Y
were etored in the mine at Heringen. The chaft of the rine 1s not ’
opercetive but can be put into operstive scondition within 24 hours,
This informntlion was paseed to Lt, Col, Xorris, of G-4 ZHALF, and 4t
is presently rlunned to send officers from C-5 %o the xine with Lt,
Col, Morrie for the purrose of rezoving ané transporting these reoords
to Trankfurt where they »ill be stored in the Reichsbank and analyred,

v, NZICLien GF tTurR ool aRD FORTIGN CUnsasiCy.

£%. Interroyatione of German Nelchebink officere in the ares,
ne well ac nine offiolxle, revenled infermation that gold hsd been
eocreated by the Relehs and the Nazd party in other places including
roeeiblys

COL"”‘-*“":.' - h—m %%9%“
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. a
Halle Weustrelits

. Plausn Sghwerin
Leipzig . Veimar :

‘Wurtzburg . Sohneldermuhl {Russian oesupied)
Saalfeld gtettin (Russian oscupled)
Berlin | Frenkfurt 45 Oder (Russian ecoupied)
Kevdbrandendurg :

. 60, It was also learned that just a fev days defore ths eatry
of U.5. Troops into Kerkers the Germane had trunsported ever 168
bage of foreign currency to other areas in Oermany ineluding Ealle,
Kordhausen, Berlin and Lelp2ig.

€1, ©On the daals of this information, Col. Bernstein preparsd
a staff stuly for the Chief of 5tsff of 3~d Army, setting forth this
inforaation sn4 listing the elght targets im the U,8, Ammy ares which
should de exemined immedlstely with a viev toward detseting and safe-
guarding gol4, roreisn currcncﬁ and loot. A ocopy of the staff stuly
1s attuched as Aprendix 4, e recomzsnded that an infaantry reglment
lece one battalion plus ons company &s tanks, one coxpany of tank
destroyers and suffiolent anti-aliroraft protection to cover the ares,
be furnished, This crganiration would be broken Sown 4nte a task ‘
foroe of ten teams for reconnalesance and two infantry rifle ocospanies
8s holding forses to guard the gold and foreign ourrensy targets,
The remoinder would be uced to guard the mine entrance iR the Xerkers
and eurroundiing Area, !

62, Gensrsl Oay stlated he worn interected and agreed with the
need for a further inveetirstion, KHeowever, he pointed out 1t would
te 1apoeeible to maka svelluble the 3rd Army personnel for the needed
reconnale-ance in the various sreas, He etated heo would be propared
to furnieh one plutron for reconnalissance in the 3rd Army arer, It
later feveloped tha% thé plateen furnished by the 3rd Army wag not
wotorized and therefore would net be sulitadle to do ths recennalesunce
work and follewing up lesés-in the Ind A area, Acooriingly, Col,
Bernstein released the platoon as unesuitadle for the oontenplaifd
operations, -

B3, In the intensive work of exploitation of the Xerkere find
now going on, ths latent &lscovery hns uncovered a series of scnount
bocks which fhonn, ¥rnager of the Procious Ketal Depertzent of the
Refohsbenk, hna Juet decribed in an interrogation (whioh 4s etild
continuing) on these reocords, ae the running inventory of the gold
ters and 014 snd rilver ooine held by the Relchesbank in Germany
for ite own account anA the acccunt of others, It 1s interesting
Yo note that Thoms in s previous interrcgation had inforaed Col,
Rernetelin that theae recoris had been returned to Rerlin, These
books give the nesay office number, Rhe dank number, the gross
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wveight, the fimensss and the fine welght of each bar hald at sither
Merkers or Berlin, -One book lists the bars by brangch which were
~disperasd to approximately 18 branshes of the Relchsdank in Gerwmany
in July and August 1043, These books should be useful as & sheek-
146t against vhioh the Alscovery of the niichobcnk 14 gan be. son~
trolled and -‘i zsterially assiet in the Iocation of all of the
boards of the Reichsbank gold, iInformation on the Reichsbank :
holdings of gold and silver ooins is given im another set of boeks,
Also sescured wars several sacks of assay sertificates of the gol
bars vhich had deen smelted at the Prussian State Nint, -

€4, On the Vusis 0f the forego inforastion, Col. Bernstein
is making plans for alditional reconnaissance parties to looate ether
gold and foreign surrensy, special attention deing given to those
areas which are oconsidercd as xey targets based on inforaation
secured from the devslopments which have taken place. Col, Bsrastein
"4 planning to personaily lead a small reconnaiesance party 4in Jeeps
vhich 1¢ scheduled to depart at 0500 bours 16 April 1945 and inoluded
Comar, Fisher and Lt, Duiols,

85, As stated in this report and appendioces it appears that ths
Gerpans hil thelr aesets in nines and other seoret places in Gersany,
presuzably with the intent of maintsining a source of finsncing of
pro-Raxzi sotivity., ¥any of these osohes have not yet Desen_unsovered
and should be ferreted out as soon ke operations permit, It would
sppear necesssry that some rrocefure be eetadbliched for anclyeing and
utilising the preperty and records found in the Kerkers ares and
those uncovered in thes future, Intelligence reports indicate that
Juet a& the Cermang seoreted seseto #nd valuudble proporty within
Gerasny, they alec mude eleborste srrangerents for secreting assetls in
neutral ant other natiocns of the world, Kvery etep should be taken
in Germuny to obtsin inforration of the ascets secreted both inside
and outrife Cerzsny ®o thot these neccets a:nnot te used to perpetuate
Reziem or contribute to the rebullding of Rael influenge,

B, BIRRITZIN

Colonel, GTC
YRALF
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“9.10CT 2nd Lt.. Inf.
SUB}ﬁgki; %gkort of cofitentes of mines in Merkeres area,

TC ! Prig, General Kctherry.

1, T%he uncovering of the gold treasure of foreign ocurrenoy,
l1oot and works of are in the Kerkers area has fooused attention
upon the German technique of secreting wealth hy hiding various
properties in mines., In connection with the removal of the pold
snd other valusbles from the Kalnerofa mine, & reconnaipssance was
institute? to determine the various types of properties whioh were
looted in niher mines in the Merkers arez, The following 1s &
sumrary of the information uncoverad, It i¢ based on information
odt2ined through interrogation of the various mine officials and
custodizne of the rreperty, through direot scrutiny end obssrvation
by mermbar: of the 257th Infuntry Resiment, §0th Divislion, other
12th Aray Group perssnnel, G=8 B5HY'F, ané personnel of other units
guariings the repreeentestive mines, ’

2. FKnst of the nines covered Ly this rerort are loocated
vithin the area covered by the attached msap., The looation of
npines not in the mup area ie aleo indicated on the nmap,

3. As the information rennrted herein bscazme knowvn immedlste
contact wags m-de with the sppropriate stoff officers at Ird Army
fo0 se to &dviee them comnielely of the type of moterial being un-
covered in the saree, /golonel Rernetein contectsd C-2, C-3, 4
end U=8 25 well me the’Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2,
C-5 snd of the 12th Corps. All of thepe staff officers stated
that they were not interecested in the contents of the rine s¢ their
contente wvere not neele? in support of current military operatlione,
Interrogntion of the officiale of the winterehsll mine raverled
that winteoreh-)l has ather mizing interocste in other arear of
Germany incluiing the ¥urtz meuntaln area, The Vinterchsll of ficiale
gteted that they knnw that ihe minss in some 4insisncee wers btelng
uced ne agnunition fuctorles und 4in cther instances fer etoraxe
rurporeg, They are nreeently engaped in prepsring & roport ehcwing the
location »f these minee end giving such Informsticn as they msy have
with respect to non-nining sctivitier curried on in the mines,

honebsch Yine at ¥onelinnh, inrnested 13-14 Anrll.

Tne lecation of thie n!ne;can be obtained froo the rap lieted
RE Lrpenliy Y10,

Sensrel Zon?itions: The -arvings ars sonevhat over 800 meters
Lelov pround level nnt con=iet of large ooen chimbers with connecting
paftagev.ys. <he tulk of the hnldines placed there coneclet of books
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from the Berlin library, totdl munber estimated at 1§ to £ millien
velumes, There is aleo a large set of maps together vith a gsaerml
1idrary of referesnce maps; seven additional paokages of maps and
geographical reference books were sent by mall to Ronsbach but
arrived too late to bBe put with the rest, They wvers taken frosm

the Postoffice at Ihillipetsl end held by a Frauline Naumann, an
assistant in the Berlin Lidrary, living there as & refugee., ZThese
Prokages were srot ocheokel on 12 April, ‘

Paintings: In adfition to books is part of the painting
oolleotion from the Berlin musgeums shick rezch:=d the mine by
amistske in direotion, They oonsist of 45 cases eaoh holding © to
18 paintinge. All are works of import.nec, probadbly the most .
valuable Leing An oare No, 10 containing two Holbeins, one Durer
and a rure vork by the Italian 18th ecentury painter Domsnisc Venerlano
Eeven of these onses have been rifled, acocording to report, by '
Rugssian and Polish laborers who hed sntersd the mine dy ladder prior
to ocoupation of thie area by il.5%, forces, GEome of the paintings
vere stlll out of the cases but no loss and no appreciadle damsgs
had been 2one. (This set of heldinge war later removed with those
from Merkerr) :

Kiroellensous hol4inge: An exteneive colleation of mueical and
thextrical ecares and scripts had teen deporited Lere from the
S5erlin Stute Thezter and alco.a number of theatrical gostumes,

A get of "archives® revorted to have been left by a Oerman Captain
named Trshnior! early in April or late in Xarch was located, Thoeo
are in threes m3ell wooden hoxes and 178 thin paper doxes., Bpot
eheok showed then to oonslet of rinpgboek letter files with papers
from the Cberkommando des Heeres, This office is understood to be
connected with the ¥ehnncht Kinteterium, These papere wers chlefly
connected with rupply san4d inrtructione of & genersl kind, Thers
vere no inflcatlons of & &ate later than 1942 or of tactical ine-
formation, It wae eeld by the libruarisn frorm Berlin, Dr, Bchave,
that Capt, Trahniorf had been an officer of the C.K.HK, and that he
i1¢ now & priconer of wacr., Mo other papsrs were found in the zine,

A liet of proverty tngether with its locetien in the nine and
nanes of ovrere of £eid property is enolosed as Aprendix '2' together
with the chart of the mirne as Aprendix '3', For location of the
mine refer to mar at Aprendlx '1', Vine was egearched on 14 April
by rereonnel of the I57th Ilnfantry Rezicent who checked thilse report
and verified the information rtnted therein.. Ch 17 April the 38
boxes belongins to the Xrupp Co, and Xrupn famlly vere removed from
the mine sni tuken to rrenkfurt for further peruesl srnd snalyeis,
It vanr found that shuft at Cechssne~elwar wag in good working
condition #n3 1t would t.%Xe nporoxivately one hour for the ohief
engineer, ba>kilian ¥sih¥e, vhe has his reeicdencs on the precless,
to £et towsr, electrliceity ond light in operation 4in %he mine, ~
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Attached hereto at Appendix '4' 1g & 1ist sudaitted by aine
offiolals of articless stored by Relehwirtsobafls Ninisterium at
this mins, Page 2 of Appendix 'S' containg 1ist of other articles
listed by these officlale as being in the mine, It was found
that the mine was acoessible ani e¢an be operated by giving one
hour notice to the chisf engineer who is on the premises.

. The chief engineer, triock Gutike, lives across the strset
. fron the mine and 1s svallable, A 1list of articles in the mine
and owneres of 8314 articles ar sudbnltte? dy mine officials 1s at
Appeniix '€', Refer to map at Arnpendix '1' for location of sine
and to chart at Annendlx '?7' ghowing layout of mine, <The premises
apresr to he in excellent oondition anid were not damaged by warfare,
The 1ift osn be put into operstion in a fevw hours, Partiocular
questioning wues along the linee of the patent records listed by
Dr. Rell., The Berlin patent office hug approximately 1,000 employees
¢f wvhom 30 worked at thie mine, There are 320,000 books stored in
the mine which would ocoupy approximately 30 rallway eura, Froa
12 to 20 ¢of the putent office emrloyeer Ars presently living in
the area around the mine, ¥one are directors dut are 0fficlials at
& lower level, Kone of the patent enployees wors Snterrogated Que
to fear pertinent questions might arouse suspielion and key records
right de remnved by thase exployece, The records are bdslieved to
oontain patente isrund up to a year sgo, Cne director left recently
:ut go records hive beon removed since they were originslly brought
o the mine,

Kalerrodn Mine £t Morkerg

This e the mine froz vhich the gold, currency and worke of
art vere recently rermoved, Thnere sre five separate entrances teo
the mudn mine +#hich €11 lexd %o the same undepground eyetem, These
entrancee are in area coverel by map ot Aprendix 'l1' and are located
ag followe: -

£t ferkers

et Tletlse

£t falerroia

between lLainmbnok £nd Rsad fBalsingen known as the %Had
falzinzen shaft

o gt 42 1D

Tarconnel of the 2E7th Infantiry Regiment srarched this mine
severul timos., In si%itien to the workr nf art, ocurrency snd geld,
they found on the mrin fleoor dynamite in 4 roome which were uged
rerulerly for the rtoraore of exclosives, The rroms cont=ineld from
30C to GOO bnuzee of dyninite, FO pounir in enoh box, They also
foun B roons f11led vith electrie nnd nnchine purte uced for
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maintenance of the floor anid twe runnels
plored dus to heavy coneentrations of polson gos, In a search

of the 2nd floor, losated 200 meters belov the main floor, they
found 617 boxes of dynanite (80 pounds in each box) ia one rooa
‘which had apparsntly been used regularly for the storsge of ex-
ploeives, hey aleo found 4 roon filled with slectrie and m chine
paris but sould not reach the ends of the tunnels due agein to the
presence of poleon gas, Attached hereto as Appendix '3' i 1ist
of the contents of the zine with gtatezent of the owners whioh
was sudritied by the mine officlals,

Helliges a Hine st & ' .

The preperty lacated in this nine as reported by the sine

- owners together with the liet of the respsotive owners 1s inoluded
in Appendix ‘&', A ohsrt of this zine 1 included as Appendix
'8, The sres sround thie mine was occupled chiefly by displaced
pereons Although there were a few scldiers present, A 3ritish
sergeant, prirconer of wer of the Germens, who had deen working in
the mine for 12 monthe, wos intervieved and stated that he had
heen all through the sine., He 8314 thore was 8 very large esupply
of Gerzan alir force uniforne and & nusber of there uniforas hove
already been removed by disrlasced nersons who were seen wearing
thez on the premigee, Yhe British eergsant also stoted that there
is machinery for the manufaoture of motors of airplanes, He ststed
that shere ie mechinery for thie purpose in the alne, He had no
knowled;c cf teeokniosdl rlsne stored 2% the bottom of shaft 2,
£haft 1 ut this mine csn be put inte immediante operation by an
engineer vhoe lives about & kilometers froz the mine, 5Shaft 2 was
dsmayed and is not in operation. Accese to the firet levesl of
thaft 72 onn be galned through ghaft 1 but in order to get to
gecond level of sheft 2 1t ie neocecsary %o use approxieately 80
yarie of ladders whiech may not be in goold oondition, According
to the ern-inecr who wars interviewed, ehaft € could be put into
operniion in sbout an hour Af the enginesr wae inatructed to
obtuin necorcury perconnel in the eres to repoir the 11ift, During
tho cource of a later inteorview st the ¥intershall mine at
Reringen, the chief enaineer there st=ted he thought the technioesl
plans in the Helligenrcda mine ware mining plens.

abterede vIne. ut Ablernde

For locition of thie mine refer to msp at Appendix '7', A
A number of dizplsced yernons vere &t thie mine &nd two U,3,
goldiers vere ertntioned se guaris, They vere from the 30662nd
Updinurce bam Co. 14th kn, They steted 3 enzineor officers from
the Ird &rmy lid been able to enter the mine with a oatle snd
rully, Lorre auantities ¢of amrunition snd machinery for nuking
parts for rsirnlance &nt trnk en~inee vere dlecovered,
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For location of this mine refer to map at Appendix '1°,
This mine was guarded dy =o0ldiers froz the 3552n4 Ordinance
and aleo by GOSlst Ord, Heavy Auto Maintenance, 326tk Bn, They
stated thelr outfits vere endeavoring to put the lief into
operation bsoxuss they thouzht sone.of the mashinery in the
mine 2ight be uaeful. It was not demaged but required stean
power for slectricity to operate the same., Froz examination of
the ecuipment and parts sbove ground it appeared that 75mnmghells
and 4,2 mertar shells had been assexbled or manufsotursd thege.
A Ceraan oivilian lives across the street frozm the mine and speaks
excellent English, He wore a military Government armband, He
stated gmmunition wat nanufactured and etored at the mine; also
that conciderable medical rupplies and hospital equipment were
stored ag well as chenliosle for poleon gae, He 2lec stated that
a passapewey i miler long connecte this mine to the Abterods mine,

-’.’ﬂ

Fefar to nan at Aprendix '1' for loostion of wmine and to
chert at Aprendiz '1CY for laynut of mine, The bulldings were
occupied ty the 79ih Lenlaseméent Bn, 3oth shafts are dally damaged
nnd the 1ifts are not in oreraticn. wWhen the U.%, troops oaptured
thia nrea thm eniginsers droroed e:rlosive ochurges into the shaft
begsuse they sucpected enemy soldiere to be rreeent, DGome of these
charges aay not have exploded and oare thould be trnken in entering
the mine for this reacon, In sdlition to twve shafte with 1ifts
thers 18 ancthar ghaft with etep lzddere. A fev poldiers were
able to get to the hott~n of the mine ueing thete loddere. However,
several wcre incured slishtly whoen the laddcre broke. A ¥iro and
oable arrangenment wur riicFed up to extricate them from the rmins,
This ejuiycent may utill Le avallabtle, The eoldlers founrd very
large quantitiee of amnunition stored in the wine, There were
else elsborate etreete und Alleye &nd eomnlete facilitiern such as
8 veztaurcnt, rect roors nnd dAle-eneary., 7The mine was not
thorourhly eryrlored by theece soldicre due to lack of time and
fear of mine dude,

!!‘IE“FQ“’E & n t Dinm 3

For locition of thie nine seer map at Appenddix 1Y, Ap-enfix
'8' contning & 1ist of nronerty with ovnere ag subpitied by mine
offininle, The shaft i not in orerstion and wae reached through
an underyround puesape fron thut portion of the mine at Merkers,
There wore deouble dnore st the entrence tn the biletlse eras which
vere clnzed with kruvy na?lecks nnd the ey wie £ald te be in
Welmar, ina ‘onrg wero forced onen ant were found to be the only
reans nf nocear to & churher 40250310 feet,

The felloving 4¢ & ecurvey of the srticles end tkeir sppsrent
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¥elmar « XU vooden ocasex about 33 x 1} X 24 feet. MNarked with
the word welimsr and nushered consecutively, Kvidently the contents
©f the Goothe collection. Some cases were marked to indioste
contents. Uthers marked with rooss of house, '

Statearcheve Weimar - 113 boxes 1 x 1 x 1§ feet. Kore than T
1,000 tolders on shelves contalning records with dates from 1¢ n o
eentury, A : . -

Statsarcheve Meiningen - 18 dr&vérl takXen from cabinets and
staoked and oovered, Papers in the drawers dated from $3% %o 1931,

Etaatsarcheve Hoemhied « Reocords in letter files. No oount,

Privete posecesions = Flatea, atudies and photographic equip-
pent belonging to w, Hewe with a fev modern palntings. 7Two boxes
marxed with name of Hugo SUrg,

B, BITHNEZTEIN
Colonel, 0OSC




